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Britain's Triumphs are rolling again! After many months 
of industrial troubles over the shut-down of the Meriden 


factory, 200 machines a week are now leaving the assembly 
lines at the old BSA factory at Small Heath. 


Only one basic model is being 
manufactured — the three- 
cylinder 750 Triumph Trident 
— and the entire production is 
at present being rushed straight 
to the United States. But the 
demands of New Zealand have 
not been forgotten, according to 
the managing director of the 
| company controlling distribution 


for Norton-Villiers-Triumph in 
the Pacific area, Mrvofin Pisker, 
_who- came’ to this country last 
x month with ‘‘a message of hope!’ 
(The frst ssmipment or Trl- 
» }) dents” to reach New Zealand 
~/£.. since the supply dried up last 
September should arrive in 
three or four months time, he 
said. ~|t would be a modest 
amount, about a hundred — 
possibly more — initially but 
increasing as time went on. 

The demand for Triumphs 
around the world was far in 
excess of the supply. ‘America 
will always be our main market 
because of the amount of money 
and the number of people there’, 
Mr Pisker, who is based in Syd- 
ney but visits Britain every six 





months, explained. Something 
like 2,000,000 bikes were re- 
gistered in the United States 
every year and in’ 1973, about 
30,000 new Triumphs had been 
registered there. 

Now that the Triumphs were 
back in production, the ‘main 
aim was to bring the numbers of 
them sold in America up to the 
previous levels. “The American 
market is not going to be satis- 
fied but there is no sense in 
sending..theibikestheresin: the 
‘winter. My job jis to see that 
there is a fair distribution and 
as soon as the American market 
starts to) decline, bikes will be 

Contd on Py3 


Few men have had as much influence on moto-cross 
racing in New Zealand as Palmerston North veteran Tim 
Gibbes, An Australian, he settled in New Zealand in 1963 
at the end of an illustrious career as a works rider for AJS 
in Britain, his speciality being international six day trials. 
He hit the Kiwi scrambles scene like a bomb, winning a 
string of national championships covering the full range of 
classes, mostly on a 250 Greeves. He set the standard for 
all others to stive for. Now, more than a decade later, he 
is still winning. Tim has just won his fourth “Little Bear 
Run” in six years — and at the end he didn’t even realise 
he was in front! Full report inside. 
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Triumph Tridents lined up st the Small Heath (Birmingham) Norton-Villiors-Triumph facts 
United States. Production has now started after a delay of many months and the first shipment of the big British triples 


aro expected to reach New Zealand in September or October. 
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FIM Affiliation 





Dropped 


The proposal to seek direct affiliation with the FIM-world governing body and break 
away from Britain — received with such enthusiasm a few months ago — is now being left in 
abeyance by the New Zealand Auto Cycle Union. ° 
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finds the mud hole getting deoper 

and deeper on this year’s Little Bear 
jun. 








The first step in the war 
against noise pollution on the 
competition front has been taken 
by the New Zealand Auto Cycle 
Union. No two-stroke machine, 
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Two-Stroke 
Silencing 


known to come to New Zealand 
fitted with some form of silenc- 
ing, will be permitted to start in 
any race in future unless this 
equipment is still functioning. 

A decision to this effect was 
approved at the last meeting of 
the ACU executive. But it is 
only a stop-gap measure and 
will in due course be replaced 
by hard and fast rules regarding 
decibel readings. 

Clubs were being advised that 
the new regulation would come 
into effect immediately, the 
ACU vice-president (Mr Murray 
Butler) said. Importers were 
going out of their way to ensure 
that moto-cross two-strokes 
would be brought into the 
country equipped with silencers 
which would keep noise Ipvels 
down to that required in Europe, 
he said. ° 

“Everybody knows that 
silencers are very necessary and 
a lot of the riders have already 
welded them on to their exhaust 
pipes permanently”, said Mr 
Butler. 

Riders appear to be quite 
happy with the new regulation, 
provided everyone is made to 
conform. “‘l went to one meet- 
ing recently with a muffler fitted 
to my Suzuki and found that 
there was some slight power 
loss. When | saw that other 
riders were not using their 
silencers, | had no alternative 
but to take mine off too’, one 
leading racer said. “If everyone 
is using silencers, it won't worry 
me at all. We will all be on 
level terms’. 

The ACU has’ warned that 
more stringent regulations will 
come about In “a fairly short 
time”. 


The ACU executive, which was empowered to investigate the 
situation some eight months ago, is satisfied that the advantage to be 
gained from direct affiliation are small and not in proportion to the 


increased cost. 


further. 

“Nobody was the least bit 
concerned", one executive 
member said. 

Information had been re- 
quested from both Australia and 
Britain but nothing of any con- 
sequence came out of this. 

The clubs are not interested 
one way--or. the other, either. 
The opportunity for a full dis- 
cussion on this rather important 
Proposal was not taken at the 
recent annual conference in 
Rotorua. The ball is now right 
back jn the court of the clubs. 
If they want direct ‘affiliation, 
they will have to issue strong 
instructions to the ACU exe- 


cutive at the next annual 
conference, 
It mow seems that New 


It managed to get very few reports on the pros and 
cons of direct affiliation and felt that it was not worth pursuing 


Zealand will continue to be 
tegarded as a branch of the 
British ACU and will continue 
to have no direct say in the 
affairs of world motor-cycling. 
It also means that there will be 
no chance of a round of any 
world championship being held 
in this countiy. 

The situation last year in 
which the New Zealand speed- 
way rider, Barry Briggs, was 
refused entry to the world 
championship qualifying rounds 
because he did not wish to 
compete in the British league 
appears to have been forgotten. 
And, with Australia still in= 
tending to go ahead with direct 
affiliation, New Zealand could 
be very much left out on a 
limb. 
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EDITORIAL 


The standard of all forms of motor-cycle racing has never been 
higher in New Zealand than it is now. The best competition mounts 
available in the world can be bought here and there is tremendous 
depth of ability. Unfortunately, the promotion and organisation of 
many clubs has failed to keep pace. 

There are still many clubs which seem to consider their job is done 
after they send out their entry forms and sign on a gatekeeper. Some 
New Zealand championship events in the last 12 months have been 
treated as if they were some minor club romp and, taking things to 
the other extreme, some very minor contests have been given a star 
billing they did not deserve. 

It is not uncommon to attend an island or even New Zealand 
championship meeting, particularly in moto-cross, and that that the 
dub concerned has not even bothered to provide a list of riders and 
numbers so the public can identify the most prominent performers. 
This is particularly bad when spectators are asked to pay 80 cents or 
$1 admission. 

Ciearly, the problem over printing programmes is related as much 
to late entries as it is to cost. In recent years, clubs have become very 
lax in regard to accepting late entries. Riders have, quite understand- 
ably, come to expect to be accepted when they roll up on the day of 
the meeting. This makes it impossible to prepare an accurate pro- 
gramme and, if one is attempted, renders it almost useless. 

One or two clubs are at last insisting on entries bei 
They deserve all the support they can get. Only by doing this can 
motor-cycle competition in New Zealand cast off its picnic image. 
No club can properly promote a meeting if it doesn’t know who will 
be competing. 

i Individual members of the New Zealand Auto Cycle Union are 
aware of the problem over late entries and appear to be in favour of 

| backing the clubs which set definite cut-off dates for their events. 

{ It might well be that the ACU will within a short time insist that 
entries for all major events be officially closed a certain period before 
the day of the meeting. It could also justifiably refuse to grant a 

| permit for a New Zealand championship unless the club applying for 

» the event is prepared to spend a minimum figure on promotion and 

| gives an assurance that a reasonable programme will be printed. 

} If some hard and fast rules were made, there could be no com- 
plaints and everyone would benefit. 











ROD DEW 
Editor 
| 


, JULY ‘ 

f 7 _ Ixion club’s winter moto-cross; Hawkes Bay club’s mud scramble; 

f ~ third leg of Waikato trials championship, Mamaku' (Rotorua). 

/ Hawkes Bay club’s trials school, Brookfields; Leopard Breweries 

j $1000 moto-cross, Hamilton; Napier club's grass track event; 

1 Patene Domain. 

| 20. Hamilton club’s road trial, a ae 3 

‘21 Wellington: Trail Riders’ Club’s giant hare Scramble, Kariori 
State Forest; Hawkes Bay club’s Scott trial. 

| 27 ‘First day of New Zealand trials championship (fourth round), 

| Pioneer (Christchurch). 

| 28 Second day of New Zealand trials championship (fourth round), 

if Pioneer (Christchurch); Napier club‘s grass hill climb, Seafield 

I road; Hawkes Bay club’s circuit trial. 


AUGUST 
4 Hawkes Bay club’s scramble at Waipawa. 


F410 Napier club’s shingle road hill climb, Waipunga Road. 

724 First day of New Zealand trials'championship (fifth round), 

i Dunedin. 4 

| 25 Second day of New Zealand trials championship (fifth round), 
Dunedin. 


NOTE: Clubs wishing to have their events included in the calendar 
should send details to the Editor, P.O. Box 28-059, Christchurch. 
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YOUR KEY TO SERVICE SATISFACTION AND SUCCESS 
59 Amohau St. Rotorua. 


LETTERS 


MX GRADING 
Dear Sir, 

This lan Dougherty has 
missed the whole point of my 
letter — The ACU is not at 
fault — basically what they have 
assumed is that it takes 2 years 
to learn to compete normally, 
but when that regulation was 
drafted they did not have the 
trail bike boom to contend with 
— now young blokes play ride 
for a year or so before they 
consider joining a club and 
getting a licence, in fact most of 
the blokes coming up from the 
Enduro ranks have had more 
riding experience than your 
average competitor of a few 
years ago got in 2 years of racing. 
Also the regulations say you are 
eligible to enter C Grade not 
you must ride in C Grade if you 
have had a licence for less than 
2 years, 

Anyway, down to cases, the 
Hamilton-Waikato area is the 
most competitive area in the 
country, so why should an ack- 


- nowledged (by you) A Grade 


rider down grade himself — be- 
cause the ACU left a loophole 
for cherry pickers and the like. 
Personally | feel the statement 
“lam 5th or 6th in A Grade” 
carries more weight than “‘! just 
won C Grade’. 

Zone Grading shouldn’t be 
hard surely each club can grade 
its own riders and then send a 
list to the controller of the 
Championships. Waikato clubs 
got together and sorted out the 
numbering system among them- 
selves that should have been a 
harder problem to solve. 

To sum up the ACU is doing 
its best but the riders themselves 
have to play the game. 

Roger Jordan 


MARLBORO SERIES 
Sir, 

In the .May issue.of New 
Zealand Motorcycle News. an 
incorrect, statement was: made 
on the availability of the Puke- 
kohe race.track for the forth- 
coming Marlboro, series. Corres- 
pondence on our files available 
to yau will show that this club 
hoped and; in fact, was anxious 
to be involved in the second 
series which meant that Puke- 
kohe would be used. Your 
article implies that a Marlboro 
meeting..was not being held in 
Auckland because of the avail- 
ability of Pukekohe. 
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suggest you have been mis- 
ied tt rut ocean Mr Mc- 
Gregor, and if there is still 
doubt we would welcome any 
question you wish to raise. i 
However, it would please this 
club and allow your reporting 
in future to be factual about 
information involving us if you 
would confirm statements with 
an executive of this organisation. 
Hoping you will give us the 
satisfaction of allowing this reply 
to be printed in your paper. 
L. Aiken, 
Auckland Motor-cycle Club. 


= 


This letter was referred to 
Mr McGregor, the organiser for 
the next Marlboro series, who 
fold.us that agreement had not 
been reached between the Auck- 
land Club and the organisers of 
the series for this year. We 
understand that this situation 
prevailed at the time the report 
was written and that our reporter 
had not been misled by Mr 
McGregor. 


ANOTHER VIEW 


Sir, 

| have been instructed by 
my club, the organiser of the 
North verses South moto- 
cross, to point out that 
nowhere in your report of this 
event was the Wairarapa 
Motor Cycle Club (Inc) 
mentioned. The club feels 
this should be pointed out so 
that any criticism can be 
aimed in its direction, and it 
might in future be able to 
learn by its mistakes. 

| musf also write and 
defend the Wanganui road- 
race from being condemned 
by Mr Landrebe. If it was so 
unpopular, how come it gets 
the largest fields of any 
toadrace in New Zealand? It 
gives the internationals a 
chance to ride on a real road 
circuit. What Im™they ate not 
use to it! Any New Zealander 
traveHing overseas haS “to 
adjust his style of riding. 
Wanganui is a great leveller 
for riders of different. sized 
machines. The emphasis is 
more.on riding skill than on 
all out speed. Anybody.;who 
saw Alan Collinson on a trail 
bike almost drag off a top 
Aussie rider in 1971, knows 
what | mean. By using tracks 
like these it would save 
having two classes for those 
with 750’s and those without. 

On. the: subject of. safety, | 
would rather. prang.into.a wall 
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of hay as found at Wanganui 
than into a crash barrier 
designed to stop Speeding 
racing cars. |'m sure Gordon 
Skilton will back me up after 
demolishing his sidecar outfit 
—_and almost himself ang 
passenger —on a Levin crash 
barrier. Riding on white lines 
in wet is not as hard as tryin, 

to stay with the machine on a 
wet surface, slick with oil ang 
the rubber left by racing cars, 
At least you know where 
white lines are. 

In my opinion it's not the 
nature of the circuit which 
makes it dangerous, but the 
way the club concerned 
orpanises its meeting. One 
will note that in recent years 
when there has .been an 
accident resulting in death, it 
may have been coincidence 
but other. aspects of the 
organisation have been ex. 
tremely shoddy. 

Howard Gregory, 
MASTERTON, 
[Whether the name of the 
organising club for an 
meeting is mentioned in the 
report is left entirely up to the 
discretion of the reporter 
concerned. It matters little 
which club organises what 
meeting, as long as it does 
the job properly. If it doesn’t, 
e 


then it can certain of 
dishonourable mention - 
Editor.] 

sir VINCENTS 


May | througn your column 
thank you personally for the 
excellent article published by 
you in the NZMCN covering 
the formation of the New 
Zealand -Section of the 
Vincent Owners Club (Eng- 
land). 

| am sure | voice the 
sentiments of all the enthus- 
iasts involved and whose love 
for these fine if old motor 
cycles has caused them to 
band together and form this 
Section. 

Your acknowledgement of 
us in NZMCN meant a great 
deal to us_all_and has done 
much good. | am very pleased 


to report that we are now well 


established, _ have — many 
things planned and our future 
is‘looking very bright indeed. 

In conclusion. “may 1 
congratulate you on your 
Publication. The — motor- 
cyclists of New Zealand have 
waited a long time for a 
Newspaper such as NZMCN!. 


Les E. Dwight, Snr. 
CHRISTCHURCH. 


Continued on page 23 
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7TH EDITION 


T.B. Nicholson’s Classic 
Book on bike servicing. 
A new completely revised 
7th edition is now avail- 
able $9.25 post paid. 


G.H. Bennett & Co. Ltd. 
P.O. Box 138, 
PALMERSTON NORTH 
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Marlboro 





Dale Wylie, Marlboro series winner last year raced to victory aboard his Suzuki 500 Water Cooled Twin. This 
year Wylie will have his work cut out to win the series as there Is a host of TZ750 Yamahas in the hands of 
highly capable New Zealand riders all raring to wrest the crown from his grasp. 


The dates and venues for 
the coming season's Marl- 


boro series are as follows: . 


December 22  Gracefield, 
December 26 Wanganui, 
December 31 Bay Park, 
Januai 5 Timaru (Levels 


Circuit), January .12 Christ- 

church (Ruapuna Circuit). 
International permits have 

been. applied for for each 


— meeting and so far at least 


two top overseas riders have 
written to. the organisers 
expressing interest. 

This year total prize money 
hae. been increased so that 
$2,500 Is” offered at».each 
meeting. First place money 
will be $800 with payments 
down to 12th place being 
increased. 

Each of the meetings will 
host two legs of the series — 
ten legs in all — with a points 
system deciding the placings: 

The programme for each 
event will be standard and 


this could hopefully mean 





that a series within a series 
could be run. At present 
hopes are high for a 
subsidiary sidecar series to 
be run alongside the main 
Marlboro races. 

The programme for every 
meeting will consist of twelve 
events as follows: 

125 open scratch; sidecar 


open scratch; up to 350 
racing class; ‘B' grade open 


scratch; ‘a’ grade open 
scratch; up to 250 open 
scratch; up to 500 racing 
class; open production; 


Marlboro open invitation first 
leg; open production; side- 
car open; Marlboro open 
invitation second leg. 





ACU Press Officer 


The vice president of the 
New Zealand Auto Cycle Union, 
Murray Butler, of Christchurch, 
has been appointed the union’s 
publicity. and press release 
officer. He intends to produce a 
monthly newsletter, which will 
be distributed to all club 
secretaries and to the news 
media, 

Eventually, it is hoped to 
send the newsletter to all club 


members as well, and to produce 
it on a semi-professional basis. 
It will contain decisions made 
at union meetings and infor- 
mation regarding such things as 
championship dates, suspen- 
sions and appeals, and rule 
changes. 

The previous system of ap- 
pointing publicity officers in 
both islands has been dis- 
continued. 





Contd from P1 
diverted to Australia, New 
Zealand and other countries. 

‘We even sell bikes to Japan. 
It seems to be a status symbol 
there to be seen riding a British 
machine’’, Mr Pisker said. 

Within a few weeks, it was 
hoped to increase production at 
Small Heath to around 500 a 
week. Nevertheless, the Trident 
would be the only model manu- 
factured “in the forseeable 
future”. Norton-Villiers- 
Triumph had not given up its 
option to manufacture a 500cc 
machine but the whole idea now 
was to get some rationalisation 
into the industry. It had been 
found that the chief demand was 
for the big bikes, he said. 

The entire production of the 
British motor-cycle industry 
(NVT) will now consist of the 
Trident 750 three, the 850 
Norton twin and the numerous 
variants of both basic models. 
The manufacture of the Nortons 
was upset by the three-day 
working week in Britain but 
production at the Wolverham- 
pton factory is now back up to 
its normal rate of about 15,000 
bikes a year. 

In the last few months, 
Nortons have been. the only 
British bike available new in 
New Zealand. 

Mr Pisker has also brought 
with him news that spares for 
the full range of Triumphs; in 


production before the stoppade, 


at Meriden, will be readily 
available very soon. A huge 
stockpile of spares had been 
released from Meriden, which 
had been under ‘'blockade’” by 
the workers, and more were now 
being manufactured at Small 
Heath. 

“The spares situation has 
been a particular worry to us. 
A lot of people don’t realise 
that the shortage of spares has 
been because of industrial stop- 
page — not because the bike 
might have gone out of pro- 
duction. We are going to con- 
tinue to produce spares for the 
twins’’, he emphasised. 

Mr Pisker was not prepared 
to delve too deeply into the 
background of the industrial 
problem which had beset the 
company, describing it as a 
“political hot potato’’ — a 
situation unique in the history 
of British industry. But he did 
give a superficial account. 

A number of workers had 
Physically occupied a property 
which ‘did not belong to them 
when NVT had proposed closing 
the Meriden Triumph factory as 
an economical measure and 
switching Triumph production 
to Small Heath. Because of the 
political, situation, they had 
been left there. 

The company had hoped that 
the situation would quickly dis- 
solve but after many weeks’ 
loss of production had realised 
that there was no ready solu- 


tion to the problem. Jigs and 
tools necessary for the manu- 
facture of the Trident, along 
with drawings, had been held at 
Meriden by the workers. Com- 
pany engineers had been forced 
to manufacture a new lot, with- 
out the aid of the original 
drawings, before production of 
the Tridents could begin at 
Small Heath. That had been 
accomplished and the Triumphs 
had started rolling at Small Heath 
on April 8, 

“Meriden is now totally iso- 
lated. There are still people in 
it maintaining a partial blockade 
and hoping to set up a co- 
operative to produce the twins, 
But the company’s only interest 
now is in the $12,000,000 tied 
up in. the Meriden factory”, 
Mr Pisker said. ‘The company 
could do with the money”. 

Mr Pisker admitted that the 
new Tridents, in line with world 
trends, would be more expensive 
than before. But he regards the 
future for the British bike 
industry as very bright. 

“The motor-cycle industry 
there has never been in a better 
position or in more effective 
hands than it is now. Whether 
the company will succeed will 
depend on the willingness of 
the work force to give of its best. 

“The future is exceedingly 
bright. | know of no other 
industry in which the next year’s 
product has already been sold", 
Mr Pisker said. 
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ISLAND ENQUIRIES: 338 Victoria Avenue, Wanganui. 
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Envine: single cylinder, 4-stroke — Output: 16.2 HP at 7400 rpm. 
Compression ratio: 9.5 to 1— Gearbox: 5 speeds — Fuel consump- 
tion: 3.8 1. x 100 kms (78 mpg) — Maximum speed: 125 kmh (78mph} 
— Weight: 108 kgs (238 Ibs). 
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LARGE SELECTION 
OF ALL WET 
WEATHER GEAR 


100% waterproof coveralls $20.70 
100% waterproof jackets from 
$10.80 

Vinyl jackets from $34.50 

Vinyl trousers from $16.50 
PLUS lightweight nylon 

coveralls Special Price $8.95 


JOHN DALE LTD 


538-566 
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Auckland 1 

NEW ZEALAND 
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~ by Glenn Ducey 


Hikutaia rider Moss Smith, 
just beginning his third year of 
moto-cross racing, indicated that 
he will be right up front in the 
1974-75 season, at the Hikutaia 
Motocross, held under indif- 
ferent skies at Revell’s Farm 
on May 26. ‘Just two days 
Prior to thie meeting, Smith 
had taken delivery of the new 
cantilever-framed YZ 360-B 
Yamaha, and arrived at the cir- 
cuit with the machine only just 
run in. 

Resplendent in its new white 
"works" paint job, the Yamaha 
set the tongues wagging, with 
the big question being: could it 
upset New Zealand champion 
Peter Ploen and the RN 400 
Suzuki? 

In the three A grade points 
races, Ploen led all the way, in 
spite of the Suzuki twice split- 
ting expansion chambers. Smith 
kept near but never really 
challenged the Tauranga rider. 
Ploen showed his championship- 
winning form, holding plenty 
in reserve, and riding at about 
seven-tenths, an approach which 
was later to be his undoing. 
The new Yamaha showed all the 
form that was expected, with 
the trick suspension Kolding the 
back end firmly on the ground 
noticeably better than the more 
conventional machines, and 
really coming into its own on 
rutted uphills and bumpy 
sweepers, 

Then the national champion 
lined up the local hero for the 
big race of the day, the Kopu 
Hotel feature scratch for A and 
B grade riders. From the start, 

Ploen ed the field the. forty 
yards to the crest of the big 
drop, and as they plummeted 
down the slope, Smith leapt 
into third. But as the field 
braked into the first, right hand 
turn, the Hikutaia rider dropped 
the cantilever machine, and the 
entire field passed before he 
could re-start the bike. 

As Ploen pulled away from 
the field in his solo ride out 
front, Smith began his charge 
through the riders ahead. With 
his anger up, and the new Ya- 
maha really handling well, he 
began picking off the field in 
twos and threes, closing the gap 
on Ploen at more than one 
second per lap. Ploen, unaware 
that Smith was making a deter- 
mined chase, carried on at the 
same speed until, scant laps from 
the end, Smith was suddenly 
upon him. 

With the partisan local crowd 
going wild, Moss took the new 
Yamaha into the lead. Ploen 
gave the Suzuki its head, and 
began to haul Smith in, but 
Smith just held his lead to the 
line, beating the national cham- 
pion by only about twenty yards, 
The finish was one of the most 
exciting battles ever seen in a 
Waikato moto-cross and set the 
scene for the 1974 Moto-cross 
championship. Behind the bat- 
tiling duo, the very smooth and 
tidy Hamilton rider, Laurie Love 
(RH 250 Suzuki) rode a steady 
face to hold third throughout 
although well behind, Follow- 
ing Love came the consistent 
Ross Ragan (TM 400 Suzuki), 
Auckland rider Geoff Burnett 
on the new KX 260 Kawasaki, 
and B grade winner of the day, 
Peter Lockwood, on his CR 125 
Honda. 

In the lower grades, the big- 
gest surprise of the day was the 
emergence of several new riders 
who will undoubtedly prove to 
be men to watch in coming 
seasons: men such as Peter Lock- 
wood, Rotorua riders van Kane 
and Roy Baker, Paul Bicknell 










(Waihi), and Keith Caulfield, 
from Hamilton. All provided 
real excitement, with the race 
winners in many cases being in 
doubt right until the line. 

Points winners on the day 
were:— 
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125ce (Duckhams Oils (N 
Yes, 5 Grade tyenn’Mann Ltd Trophy): Peter Lockwood (Rotorua) Honda 
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RIN 400; Feature (Kop 
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2) Ltd, Trophy): Peter Ploen (Tauranga), Suzuki TM 


‘Mazda Ltd Trophy): Paul Bicknell (Waihi) Suzuki TM. 
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A side view of the new 360 Yamaha moto-cross mount, showing the set-up of the new cantilever suspension. The machine 


Moss rode at Hikutaia is almost identical. 


Uddstrom 5.1. Hill 
Clim’ Champion... 


by John Woodley 

Bob Uddstrom of Blenheim 
romped to victory in the South 
Island Open road hill climb 
Championship at Picton by more 
than two seconds from his near- 
est rival. 

Using his 650 Aerocycle 
Triumph with foot down style 
on many of the thirteen corners, 
he covered the one-mile course 
on the Whatamonga hill in Imin 
16.2secs. 

Chris Simons, of Upper Hutt, 
rode very well on his Norton 
850 to finish second with a time 
of 1m 18.3sec, Until the last 
run, Simons was having trouble 
getting off the line and was 
losing valuable time with wheel- 
spin. For the last run, however, 
he copied Uddstrom’s fast take- 
off style and immediately 
knocked two second off his 
previous best time. 

Blenheim’s Enduro scrambler 
Duncan McCullum, rode his 360 
Yamaha enduro to third fastest 
time on knobbly tyres! Until 
the last run he had been in 
second place but Chris Simons 
on the Norton pipped him by 
0.1 seconds. 

With a similar foot down 
style to winner Bob Uddstrom, 
McCullum used severe angles of 
lean on corners to make up for 
his lack of power on the short 
straights, 

There was a disappointing 
number of entries for this 
event compared to a previous 
Marlborough Club meeting at 
which 26 riders competed. 
Only 14 riders started in the 
Championship event, although 
this did not detract from the 
overall performance. 

The only casualty of the day 
was Frank Wood of Blenheim, 
who nevertheless is shaping up 
as a good rider. It was only 
through trying too hard that he 
came down. He was unhurt. 


Results were: — 





Fastest_man of the day, Blenheim’s Bob Uddst cl 
Triumph which carried him to victory. ener 


Wellington rider Chris Simons on his way t i bh 
850ce Norton. y to second fastest time on the big 





Tags, z Dae (seo year! 4 Be re freee tbe Norton 
18.6, 4; J. Woodk Ya ae oe C Ver (600 Kew: 
Yami ae eodley (RDISO Yamaha) 118.3" BF Ke Rid oon is a0 


Sidecars: P. Corbett and S. Forbes (7 
BO Suzuk : 
Borland (600 Suzuk!) 1.20, 2; C. Olsen and G. Woes eli cue 83, & 


. 


CZ Jawa Range 


TONZ. -§ 


Over the next few months, 
trail and road bikes from the 
Czechoslovakian CZ and Jawa 
factories will be seen around 
New ° Zealand in increasing 
numbers. 

The motor-cycles are now 
being imported by Alpha Dis- 
tributors, the wholesale com- 
pany of the Auckland based 
Paine Holdings group who are 
arranging outlets nationwide. 

The models coming to New 
Zealand in the GZ range are 
125cc and 175cc street bikes 
and a 175cc trail model. It is 
planned to later introduce 250 
cc street, 250cc trail dnd 125cc 
250cc and 400cc motocross 
machines. The 250cc trail model 
will be known in New Zealand 
as an enduro bike. 

We will be seeing fewer Jawa 
motorcycles than CZ _ here. 
Initially a 350cc street bike will 
be offered for sale and next year 
it is planned to import a number 
of 500cc Jawa speedway bikes. 
It is possible that we may see a 
few of the famed Jawa ISDT 
machines in New Zealand but 
this will depend on the market 
demand. Both CZ and Jawa 





factories operate separately in 
Czechoslovakia but their range 
of motorcycles is exported col- 
lectively under the Motokov 
name. Over 95 per cent of the 
production from both factories 
is earmarked for export to 


Zealand are likely to be: Jawa 
350 street $920; CZ 125 street 
$687; CZ 
- CZ 175 trail $787; CZ 250 







around 100 countries worldwide. 


Prices of the bikes in New 


175 street $737; 


aduro $1200. 


Honda Suzuki 
Dealership Swap 


One of the largest shifts 
in motor cycle dealer brand 
allegiance has occurred 
during the past few months 
in Auckland. 

Bill Russel, who has five 
retail motor cycle shops (four 
in Auckland and one in Whan- 
garei) and who has been a 'Su- 
zuki dealer for the past eight 
years, is now selling Hondas. 
John Dale, who has been selling 
Hondas for the past ten years 
in Auckland and who was, until 
November 1972 when Blue Wing 
Honda took over, the New 
Zealand Honda franchise holder, 
has swapped to Suzuki. 

This will bring the number of 
Auckland City Honda dealers to 
12 and the number of Suzuki 
dealers to six, Both Bill Russel 





and John Dale are the largest 
dealers of their respective models 
in Auckland. 

The first move was made by 


» Bill Russel in April of this year 


and the final. changeover took 
place a mere two months later. 
Almost at the same time, John 
Dale shifted from Honda to 
Suzuki. 


Both dealers are at present 
selling both brands of motor- 
cycle. But when they sell off 
their original stock they are 
likely to conform to the mono- 
make policy required .by most 
Japanese motor-cycle manu- 
facturers. Dealers are not en- 
couraged to sell more than one 
specific Japanese brand .of 
motor-cycle through their shops. 

In a move aimed at putting 


people in the picture, Bill Russel 
took advertisements in the main 
Auckland newspapers stating his 
reason for dropping Suzuki. 
Basically, the advertisement tells 
of a dwindling supply situation 
of both Suzuki bikes and parts 
and then a difference of opinion 
with the Coleman's Suzuki 
importers. 

John Dale chose the other 
way and changed from Honda 
to Suzuki quietly. 

In Christchurch, there has 
also been ‘a major change in- 
volving Honda and Suzuki. 
Hollands _Motor-cycles_ Ltd, 
which originally specialised in 
Suzuki's, has switched to Honda. 
Ronnie Moore, a partner in 
Norjo Motors Ltd, has taken 
over the Suzuki agency in his 
Colombo Street Shop. 


Superchain For 


- Sup 


A new type of self- 
lubricating motor-cycle 
chain which is claimed to 
last twice as long as a stan- 
dard one is to be marketed 
in New Zealand this month 
by Laurie Summers Acces- 
sories. Known as the 
Denselube Superchain, it is 
the first and only self- 
lubricating chain to be com- 
mercially manufactured. 

The principle used in the 
construction of the chain is 
simple. Lubricant is fused into 
each link of chain and fed to 
all bearing surfaces. The con- 
ventional roller has been re- 
placed with a specially treated 
bearing impregnated with a 
special lubricant which services 
the chain relative to its speed. 

The lubricant |s-spread trom 
the inside over pins, side, plates, 
rollers and sprockets ‘by the 
centrifugal force genefated by 





1 pose. var met 
Soe Sera 





the rotating chain — the same 
force which throws off externally 


‘applied lubricants on conven- 


tional chains. 

Manufactured by the Jacwal 
Corporation in California, the 
new superchain was given a 
thorough testing during Kawa- 
saki‘s successful bids on world 
and American endurance records 
at Daytona a little more than a 
year ago, Machines equipped 


erbik 





es 


with the chain.broke 46 Ameri- 
can records and the world 24- 
hour speed record.» A Kawasaki 
903cc Z1 covered 2631.402 
miles at an average speed of 
109.641mph. 

Because it requires no ex- 
ternal lubrication, the chain 
tends to run cleaner — not 
throwing off lubricant or pick- 
ing up dirt — and is therefore 
more efficient. It also runs 
cooler because of the improved 
lubrication. 

The manufacturer warns that 
applying external lubrication to 
the chain could increase the 
amount of dirt and grit picked 
up and reduce its life. Before 
being fitted, it is essential that 
sprockets .first be checked for 
wear. 

A dual cotter lock, a new 
type of master link which eli- 
minates the need for riveted or 
endless chain, has been developed 
for the Denselube Superchain. 





SUZUKI YAMAHA 


320 LAKE ROAD, TAKAPUNA 
202 HINEMOA ST, BIRKENHEAD 


L.M.V.D. 


AFTER HOURS 
495-739 


486-566 BIRKENHEAD 


DENSELUBE 
SUPERCHAIN 


By JACWAL 


1 DENSELUBE metal : 
bushings with built-in 
lubrication. 


3 PRESS-FIT assembly 
assures that proper 
positioning of link- 
plates is maintained. 


2. LINKPLATES are 
heat-treated, shot- 
peened and precision 
finished. 


4 PINS are case 
hardened, machined, 
and finished to clo: 
tolerances. 


SEE YOUR LOCAL M/CYCLE DEALER 


DISTRIBUTED BY: 

LAURIE SUMMERS ACCESSORIES LTD 
55 UPPER QUEEN ST., AUCKLAND 

ST. ASAPH ST., CHRISTCHURCH 


4stroke OHV single cylinder 

engine, 5-speed constant mesh 
gearbox, 5-way adjustable rear 
dampers, electric start. The 
machines with sports car feel 

and styling. SS350 for the 
highways — SX350 for the 

dirt! 

SX125 

powered by an aluminium cylinder, 
2-stroke single engine with metered 
oll injection. 5-speed transmission 
and adjustable rear shocks. Solid 
state electronics. The newest way to 
freedom, both on-road and off-road! 


A limited number of these machines are 
available for immediate delivery. 





HARLEY-DAVIDSON 


MOTORS 
LIMITED 


84 Taonui Street, 


Palmerston North 
PHONE: 87-082/ 





Is offered for Sale! 
This 700 is already ‘sorted’ and running extremely quick: All the 
‘trick’ modifications make it ultra-reliable. The motors fresh, the 
tyres sticky and the spares kit complete. 

READY TO WIN 
} P.0.A. Ring or Write: Alan Boote 
i 33c Hackthorne Rd, Christchurch. Pho! 





Motorcycle Accessories 


HELMETS * VISORS * GLOVES *-BOOTS * LEATHER 
JACKETS *: LEGGINGS * WET WEATHER COATS * 
CRASH BARS * CARRIERS, EMBLEMS * LATEST TUNE 
UP BOOKS * EXHAUST PIPES * PLUS MANY MORE AT 
PRICES YOU CAN AFFORD. 





WE'HAVE IN STOCK NOW 
A LARGE RANGE OF 
~ ALLOY RIMs. 


29-95 


USE OUR MAIL ORDER 
SERVICE FOR ANY AC- 
CESSORIES. TRY US’ 


FIRST FOR FAST 
EFFICIENT SERVICE: 
CUBA STREET phone 
WELLINGTON Ly Sy) 
_ SAWVER_#oNDa [YJ 
SAWYER MOTORCYCLE CENTRE LTD. 


i L.M.V.D. 57492 
] 


‘The little Honda with the big heart. Sawyer Honda can now 
offer you the fabulous XL100 Trail, the machine wit he 

features of its bigger brothers and the same robust-r: 
‘that you expect from all Hondas. Come in for a test r' 


SAWYER MOTOR CYCLE CENTRE LTD 
247 Cuba St. Wellington. 





FOR SALE: 
6 Spoke all cast alloy wheels — gives improved handling and 
reduces unsprung weight. (Front — 9lbs, Rear — 9.5|bs) 


Fairings and Bellypans to fit all makes of road racers 
FOR SALE: 


Suzuki TR500 Road Racers complete 
4 WORK: 
{ Road and Race two-stroke Porting. 
} Crankshaft rebuilding. 
Expansion chambers for most makes 





¢ “HH NEW ZEALAND 


FLAT 1, 15A EARLSWORTH RD, MANGERE EAST 
TELEPHONE: AUCKLAND 597282 














To U.S.A. 


- R 0. 
Zealand international John Boote (TZ75\ 
vanana) is seriously considering flying to the 


United States this mon 


th to compete in two 


major international meetings there. The trip is 


i ised from the Ameri 
pee eric racer Ron Grant under the 


sponsorship of Levis Strauss. 


Anglo-American 


“It looks to be on", Boote 
told NZMCN during his recent 
stay In home town Christ- 
church. “I wouldn't go there 
on spec. But if everything is 
laid on, it will be a great 


chance to gain further 
experience”. 

A final decision was 
expected about the time 


NZMCN went.to print. 

Boote spent a fortnight in 
New Zealand last month. He 
came home for two main 
reasons -- one to rest up after 
a hair-raising crash at Oran 
Park in Sydney and the other 
to defend his “King . of 
Ruapuna” title. A report of 
his success in the “King” 
event is elsewhere in this 
issue. 

His spill at Oran Park 
occured when the gearbox of 
his 72750 emptied its 
contents over the rear wheel 
during practising. “I still 
don't remember a thing about 
it -- | have lost about Shrs”, 
he said. “Perhaps, it is better 
that way. | was taken to: 
hospital and | apparently 
discharged myself but | don’t 
remember anything about it. | 
wasn't badly hurt but | was 
pretty shaken up”, he said. 

“When | left Australia, my 
confidence couldn't have 
been worse. That crash really 
set me. back but | feel a lot 
better now”. 

GARY TOO 

Boote left his’ original 
72750 behind in Christchurch 
and it is now up for sale at 
$6,000. When he left he took 
his young brother, Gary, with 
him. Gary had plans to race a 
250 Yamaha (ex Trevor 
Discombe) but has since 
brought a new TZ750. On 


Three Day Trial . 





ican end by 





John Boote - survived 100mph crash 

this, he should soon be 
making a name for himself if 
his third place equal in the 
New Zealand 500 road 
championship. series last 
season was any indication of 
his ability. 

Back in Australla, John 
must now be wondering if 
Oran Park is his bogey track. 
He was lying fourth in the 
unlimited grand prix there 
when the foot brake lever of 
the TZ750 dug in on a tight 
corner.” He lept from the 
machine at almost 100 mph 
as it left the track and 
miraculously escaped without 


injury. 
The bike continued on and 
slammed into a_ retaining 


wall, suffering extensive but 
not-serious superficial dam- 
age. In a telephone call to his 
parents, he said he was 
confident that the bike would 
be in top racing trim in time 
for the Chesterfield: superbike 
series at Amaroo Park on 
June 30. But even if he 
missed this, John would not 
be too upset. 


Newest find of the trials world Bruce Mitchell, from 
Lyttleton, enforced his local dominance with a clear-cut 
win in the three-day Kaikoura trial at Queen’s Birthday 


week-end. ; 


Nobody could match the 
Yamaha TY250 rider in an 
event noticeably less friendly 
than earlier ones hosted by 
Christchurch's Pioneer club. 

Mitchell's 67 points tally at 
the end of three days was a 
decisive 36 lower than closest 
rival Ken Hosking (250 Ossa). 
Another Christchurch rider, 
Malcolm McGibbon = (250 
Ossa) was a similar distance 
back in third on 134, 

Veteran Basil Chambers 
(Rangiora) held out son David 
for “an intermediate _ trials 
class win while — Christ- 
Church's Brent Sibley's score 
of 97 was a mere three points 
lower than second man 


Andrew Doudney in the novice. 


class. 

Christchurch _ all-rounder 
Geoff Anders had easy 
pickings in the trail class to 
drop only 45 points, 97 less 
than Dave Lyon's second- 
Place 138. * 

Road bike class find was 
Rangiora youngster Barry 
Boyce, whose Incredible 75 
on an old Yamaha 80 was five 
points better than Christ- 
church road racer Craig 
Brown's runner-up tally. 

And |t was around the 
toad-blke boys, notably the 
facers of one type or another 
among them, that the 
weekend's controversy 





centred. 

After the road antics of last 
year — including wheelies and 
bike-cramming contests in 
Kaikoura and some swift (in 
some cases dangerous) riding 
through the shingle inland 
toad -- the now very trials- 
oriented Pioneer committee 
tightened the reins. 

The 35 road bikes were 
convoyed by cars, although 
left to their own device on the 
private land where sections 
were held. 

Things came to a head on 
Sunday night when it was 
disclosed ‘the bikes would 
follow trials-class riders’ cars 
back along the sealed coast 
toad to third-day stop Waiau. 
The use of the older inland 
route dated -back to the days 
when everyone rode their 197 
Villlers and other machines 
on the Kaikoura -- long before 
anyone ever towed a bike ona 
trailer. 

The road riders staged a 
mutinous protest and on 
assurances of good road 
behaviour from spokesmen 
and road eiganiser Rusty 
Gillard and =NZMCN's lan 
Miles, the committee agreed 
to let the boys ride the inland 
route after a hurrled commit- 
fee. meeting and some 
diplomatic work by club 
captain Ken Curtin. 





The contest is decided over 
four four-lap sprints. “I don't 
think this is a great idea”, he 
‘said. “If you start badly, there 
Is no time to recover". 


“SURF” RACE 


After this, John is sched- 
uled to race at Surfers 
Paradise on July 6 and 
Sandown Park.on July 7 in 
the fourth round of the 
Australian unlimited road 
racing championship. Gary 
also jntends to compete in 
these meetings. 

In Australia, Boote races 
under the banner of the joint 
Levi's and Grace Brothers 
team with Bathurst winner 
Warren Willing. His fortunes 
so far have been rather 
mixed. A fine fourth place at 
Bathurst with an ailing motor 
followed by three second 
places (to a different rider 
each time) in the Queensland 
Tourist Trophy meeting. at 
Lakeside. 

John was to have travelled 
to South East Asia last month 
for the Indonesian grand prix 
at Djakarta. However, the 
event was post poned at the 
eleventh hour and will not 
take place until September. 
The winner of the Malaysian 
grand prix ealier this year, 
Boote is keen to add the 
Indonesian title to his list and 
will definitely-make the trip. 
At least one other major 
international event is being 
held in the east at the same 
time, in Kuala Lumpur, and 
Boote will also compete in 
this. 

He prefers the long 
distance races of 100 miles*or, 
more. “That is real road 
racing. You have got to last 
the. distance _.and your 
machine has got to keep 
. going, too”. 

In November, John Boote 
and Warren Willing will again 
join forces—in’~a™ second 
attempt to win the Castrol 
six-hour production race at 
Amaroo Park. They were 
runners-up last season on a 
750 Kawasaki. 





[By lan Miles] 


The ride proved an 
anti-climax, with heavy rain 
washing the road and making 
visibility difficult, but no 
incidents were reported. 


Results at the end of the three 
days _were: 
‘xpert trials — B. Mitchell 67 
points, 1. K. Hosking 103, 2, M. 
Gibbon 134, 3, R. Rush 149, 
4, P. Swift 160, 5, A. Millar 190, 
6, P. Hoskings 192, 7, R. Cooke 
199, 8, E. Norriss 239,'9, B. Reid 
241, 10; N. Gutherie 255, 11; P. 
McDonald 262, 12; J. Philp 287, 
13; G. Rush 306, 14; P. Chapple 
348, 15; P. Archer 354, 16; A. 
oliver 413, 17; P. de Geus 472, 


Intermediate trials — 8B. 
Chambers 313, 1; D. Chambers 
332,2; C. Ryder 345, 3; P. 
Tibdall 346, 4; B. Morton 454, 5; 
R. Montgomery 478, 6; K. Curtin 
557, 7; A. Thomas 575, 8; V. 
Turner 576, 9; B. Young 619, 10. 

Novice trials — B. Sibley’ 97, 
1; A. Doudney 102, 2; B. 
uarey 117, 3; S. Morton 122, 
4; M. Jones 128, 5; P. Renoul 
152, 6; J. Thornton 158, 7; M. 
Gilbertson 243, 8; M. Rush 246, 
8 N. Kerr 346, 10; D. Seyb 396, 


Trail — G. Anders 45, 1; D 





on 138, 2; L. Smith 142, 3; G. 
ker 150, 4; G. Turnbull 158, 
R. Odering 161, 6; A. 
thurst 164, 7; C. Royd 180, 8; 
ulf 208, 9; C. Smith 211, 10; 
amont 244, 11; P. Croft 249, 







Road — B. Boyce 75, 1; C. 
Brown 80, 2; S. Tull 90, 3; W. 
| 107, 5; J. 
rt'134, 6 
8; OD. 








| 
| 








Champion Racer 
Builds Own Moto 
‘Cross Mounts... 








Alistair Sabiston wit 


Experienced Christ- 
church rider Alistair Sabis- 
ton is as skilled a moto- 
cross rider as you will find 
anywhere in the country. 
But he is a little different 
from: most — he likes to 
ride racing machines which 
he has designed and con- 
structed himself. 

Sabiston has just completed 
a highly successful season on 
the latest of a long line of “El 
Sab" specials. He finished 
fourth in the South Island gold 
star scramble championship, 
which was more than satisfac- 
tory considering ,he only rode 
in three meetings. In two of 
them, he was the top scorer. 

He also won selection for 
the South Island for the twelfth 
time, a record which few could 
better. However, he does not 
have particularly happy mem- 
ories of this season's North- 
South encounter. “The throttle 
stuck open on me a couple of 
times during the season and one 
of these was in the North-South 
| threw it down the road in the 
biggest way possible. It was the 
only time | passed Peter Ploen”’, 
he said, 


Point made 
But this was the only pro- 
blem Sabiston had with his El 
Sab, which is undoubtedly a 
credit to his designing and engi- 





the latest in a long line of El Sab specials. 


neering ability. “I wanted to 
prove that an ordinary bloke 
could build something up him- 
self and still be competitive — 
that it wasn’t necessary to rush 
out and buy the world’s best. 
| think | made my point’. 

Sabiston built the entire bike 
himself, with the obvious ex- 
ception of the BSA 500 four- 
stroke engine. But even this was 
highly modified, fitted with a 
34mm Mikuni carburettor and 
pointless electronic ignition 
from a chain saw. The power of 
the unit was raised through this 
“and a few other fancy mods" 
from a standard 34 brake horse- 
power to 40. 

Originally, Sabiston intended 
to use a Suzuki production racing 
two-stroke motor but this didn’t 
arrive soon enough. He then 
placed an order for a German 
Maico two-stroke. When this 
also failed to materialise, he 
bought a second-hand B50 Gold 
Star road bike and took the 
engine out of it. It was a move 
he never had cause to regret. 

"It never lacked power’, he 
said. ‘‘And it was much better 
than a two-stroke with its power 
delivery”. Sabiston is convinced 
that four-strokes will again re- 
gain their place of pre-eminence 
iy moto-cross racing before long. 


Light weight 
In the construction of the 


bike, ,Sabiston paid particular. 


attention to: the weight. He 
even built the front ‘hub and 
brake unit to his own design 
from a special lightweight.alloy. 
The result was a front wheel 
weighing 4lbs lighter than the 
average. 


The complete weight of the” 


finished machine was just 210 
lbs. When one considers that 
this is 20lbs lighter than a Su- 
zuki 400, it can be appreciated 
what a work of art this machine 
is. The duplex cradle frame 
(which Sabiston naturally made 
himself) is similar to that used 
by Maico. With a wheelbase of 
56in, it is about %in longer than 
the Suzuki 400. 

Ceriani suspension is incor- 
porated at the front. The rear 
suspension has Sin of travel. 


Fifteen years of racing ex- 
perience went into the building 
of the machine — the seventh 
from the El Sab stable. 

Originally from Dunedin, 
Alistair Sabiston became inter- 
ested in motor-cycling when he 
found that he couldn't afford a 
car. His first machine was a 
1934 Royal Enfield with a BSA 
Sloper engine, largely built from 
bits and pieces he had been 
given by various farmers in his 
district. By riding the machine 
over his father’s farm, he gained 
a natural introduction to 
scramble racing. 


NZ champion 


For the last eight years, 
Sabiston’ has been based in 
Christchurch. He haswon count- 
less South Island titles but his 
greatest success was in’ 1970 
when he finished first-equal with 
Allan Collison in the New Zea- 
land open scramble champion- 
ship. A self-confessed four- 
stroke enthusiast, Sabiston oddly 
enough was riding a 380 Greeves 
two-stroke at the time. 

Now. 32, Sabiston feels that 
he is at the cross-roads of the 
sport. He has sold the latest El 
Sab. ‘'| had developed it as far 
as | could without making major 
alterations. Besides, | needed 
the money”. Now he is un- 
decided whether to build a new 
one or retire. He admits that he 
has “gone a bit sour lately” and 


* feels that he must spend more 


time building his business up 
(his firm has a Suzuki agency 
in Christchurch). 

But he is reluctant to with- 
draw completely from the sport 
which has ‘given him so much 
enjoyment over such a long 
period, Whatever he decides 
regarding his racing future, one 
thing is certain — there will be 
at least one more El Sab rolling 
off the production line. 

He has a frame already partly 
built on order from Christchurch 
racer John Penny. The Maico 
engine, originally intended for 
his own machine, finally turned 
up and this will be used as the 
power unit for El Sab number 
eight. 

an 



























SCOOTER SPARES 
Villiers Victa 
Rabbit Zundapp 


EMERALD GLEN MOTORS LTD. etc 


8a Amohia St. Paraparaumu, Ph 5174. 


SHAFT 


Wins on Kawasaki 


Pukekohe on Shafts H2 Kawasaki 
FOR YOUR WINNER CONTACT THE GUYS AT 


Shaft Motorcycles 


533 Great South Road Otahuhu Oh.Phone 61-358 








650cc Voskhod 175cc 
350cc — Planeta 350cc 


Sidechairs for larger Models Available 
T200K FREIGHTER TRUCK 
is versatile vehicle 


Denepre 
Jupiter 







f @t : 
“MAICO MOTOCROSS 


From Fullerton Motorcycles Ltd. 


183 Ponsonby Road L.M.V.D. 
Newton Box 68007 
Ph 761-610 
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Sepvice 


aoents for YAMAHA and TRIUMPH. Specialists in all repairs. 





CORNER HIGH STREET AND PRETORIA STREET, LOWER HUTT. 
TELEPHONE: 64-262 
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LEN 
SHAILER 
LTD 


All Motor Upholstery 


MOTOR CYCLE SEATS 


A SPECIALITY 


ALSO ALL CANVAS 
WORK 
191 ALBERT ST. 

P.O. BOX5 
PALMERSTON NORTH 
PHONE 79-088 
After Hours 7-421 and 26-545 


LEN PERRY 
MOTORCYCLES 
170 


4173 GREAT SOUTH ROAD, 
GREENLANE AUCKLAMD 
Phone 548159 













BELL 


HELMETS 


SPEEDWAY J.AP. SPARES: 

















VILLIERS SPARES lnclucing new engines) 

HOBBY SCOOTER PARTS (including belts) 

NORTON MANZ— SOME PARTS. 
UPTO 1968, 

AMC SPARES UP TO 1984 

NORTON COMMANDO NEW AND USED 
SPARES 

VINCENT SPARES — NEW ZEALAND 
DISTRIBUTOR 

















ALSO 
‘SUZUKI AND HONDA SPARES 


BACOANE 
Phone 601-369 


155 MANUKAU‘ROAD, 
EPSOM 3, AUCKLAND. 


AGENTS 
FOR 
NEW 


é YAMAHA’ 


KAWASAKI 


‘TRY USFOR SALES — SERVICE 
ACCESSORIES 


SECOND HAND MACHINES 


A flash trip home to 
Christchurch paid off for 
international John Boote 
-when he successfully de- 
fended his “King of Rua- 
puna” championship title. 


Even Boote's family was sur- 
prised when he turned up a few 
days before the race. 

His Levi Yamaha 700, sport- 
ing the latest overseas slick tyres, 
powered him to an easy win in 
the Canterbury. championship. 
event. t 

Although few people ex- 
pected him to beat Malaysian” 
Grand Prix-winner Boote, con- 
siderable pre-race “interest 
surrounded young Christchurch 
star Stewart Avant, making his 
debut on a 750cc racer. 

However the Tommy's Suzuki 


. 3 
* (| CHAMPI 


Centre rider received the ex- 
Ron Grant, ex-Pat_ Hennan, 
home-grown TR 750 only a 
couple of days before the meet- 
ing, and lack of time for sorting 
led to disaster, 

Avant reached only the first 
corner before his clutch gave 
out and as ‘he slowed he .was 
struck from behind by a hard- 
charging production bike. 

The hefty TR750 threw nine- 
teen-year-old - Avant © down, 
breaking his left’ ankle, before 
cannoning into a third machine 
and littering the track with fallen 
riders and machines. 

The race was stopped and 
in the restart, the production 
bikes were held back. Welling- 
ton's Steve Dundon was away 
first on the ex-Dale Wylie water- 
cooled 500 Suzuki. 








New Zealand 350 road champion Stewart Avant aboard the ex-Pat Honnan 


three-cylinder 750 Suzuki at Ruapuna Park. Second later he was hit from 
behind and received a broken left ankle which forced him to for, 
trip to Australia, It will be at least another four weeks before 


his racing activities. 


Boote went past on lap one 
td leave Dundon a lonely second 
well ahead of surprise third 
placing, Barry Sinclair (Christ- 
church). 

Younger brother of WyjJie’s 
travelling mechanic Mike, Sin- 
clair had. the-air-cooled TR500 
Suzuki going particularly well 
and passed a slowing Gary Boote 





"(Suzuki Centre water-cooled TR 
‘500) on the last lap. 


Production King of Ruapuna 
in 1972, Norjo Motors’ Owen 
Galbraith won back his title 
with a Boote-like ride in” the 
road-machine event. 





Lacking any major big-bore 
opposition, the Christchurch 
man's 750 Kawasaki was un- 
troubled to lead:home the Ka- 
wasaki 900 of Jon White 
(Timaru). 

Last year’s production king, 
NZMCN= correspondent” ~ far 
Miles, filled third on his Mc- 
Cleary Yamaha RD350, holding 
off a determined Ben Ashley 
(Honda 750)., 

Although large fields of varied 
machines contested the two races 
on a greasy track, there were 
few incidents other than the 
Avant smash. 





Galbraith Top At Timaru 


Christchurch’s all-power- 
ful Owen Galbraith scored 
a predictably easy win in a 
Timaru half-hour produc- 
Owon Galbraith 


WN RCHONDA= 


tion feature, memorable for 
its small-capacity battles. 
Veteran Trevor Kirby and 
youngster Craig Brown took the 
350 and 250 class money 








wareing holman 
TWO SHOPS - TWICE 
THE SERVICE 


STORY ST, WELLINGTON PH. 42.769 
COASTLANDS SHOPPING TOWN, 
PARAPARAUMU (opp Wellington Savings Dank) 
PH: 7763 





(unofficial at time of printing). | 


Both rode Yamahas. 

Although right up to the 
morning of May 19, rumour had 
it. that Tauranga’s Allan Collison 
was to meet arch-rival Galbraith 
at the Levels track, a relatively 
star-less field made the Le Mans 
start, 

Local rider Jon White made 
the most of this on his 900 
Kawasaki, but he could not 
match Galbraith's H2 round the 
twisty one-mile circuit. 

He finished a lonely second 
overall, leading home Welling- 
ton’s Paul McLachlan, Mach |\V- 
mounted. 


Racing class star McLachlan 
knew the track but was not at 
home in his first true produc- 
tion race, and mastered the bike 
only late in the half-hour. 

\ The battle for (350cc class 
money, the most intense of the 
day, began early when well- 
seasoned Trev Kirby sped his 
borrowed RD350 Yamaha from 
the line, 

Righton his heels came Andy 
Brown and lan Miles, both Mc- 
Cleary Yamaha RD-mounted, 
The trio circulated with Lyndsay 
Smith (Hawker Yamaha TX500) 
and John Gallagher (Suzuki T 
600), whose Face-long battle 
eventually resulted 


tively, in the open class, 

Winner of the previous 350 
qualification race, Miles Slipped 
through the bunch only ta be 





\ in? then 
taking fourth and fifth, respec- 


sidelined with electrical trouble. 

Brown, riding in only his 
third race meeting, stuck to the 
Job. He and Kirby swapped 
Places regularly until the older 
rider pulled out a 50-yard lead 
to take the flag. 

Johnny Phillips filled a dis- 
tant third spot on his McCleary 
Yamaha, i 

A subsequent ACU check of 

Kirby‘s machine revealed a holed 
air cleaner element and no 
official results had been released 
when NZMCN went to press. 
__ After a tooth-and-nail battle 
in the 250 qualification, the 
Yamaha RDs of John Wood and 
Craig Brown had commentator 
Bob Buchanan searching for 
words as they flew round to- 
gether in the main race. 

But after 20 minutes Wopd 
dropped it chasing Brown 
through Castrol. A younger 
brother of Andy, Brown cruised 
home to take the 250-class 
laurels. 

A distant second was Brent 
Wylie (250 Suzuki), younger 
brother of Dale, and further 
back came Glen McLennan in 
third on his trusty Kawasaki 


Although paying ‘only first 
place prize money overall, the 
South “Canterbury-Motor-Cycle 
Club rewarded down to fifth 
in each class, 

First place man in“each class 
Won $60, Galbraith taking home 
8 cool $110 when his $50 
overall win was included, 









Waikato Trials 
Series Headed 
By Power ( 


The Pakeho 


4 
Six of the eight sections used i 
in the circuit : 
SO — i i 
Sounlgc oll of points for the first : sees 
fou peiotlaps of the 10-lap trial before riders got to grips with Briggo, nearest camera, and Ivan Mauger 
ANU SUTS Tie ieuléo Briggo didn’t make It through the semi- 


n B grade. — Di Ga 
of the ‘series at Hikutala, 250 Montesa], 110, Speeaed be 


By Roy Long. 









Property chosen by the Northern K 
club for the second round of the Walkato trials See pistEne 


was full o} 
Sorpalliey surprise for the 16 A grade and 32 B grade riders 


























Felon fMadtin was in a trong [250 Montesa], 114, 2; Former four time world to’ improve his great world were the last to qualify on eight 
ah ined mood. Gres Pow- Noel alley [250 Yamaha], 125, speedway champion Barry Briggs championship record. Ivan points, 
RS eens silccess in the 3 Glisten Seni (a2e Bu yata7y finished a disappointing 11th, Mauger scraped through with Among those who missed out 
made hla propships: also 134, 5. ultaco), with only six points, in the nine points after one engine was last years British champion 
Teokonedevitimendeo ©) abe Championship Points: — British final of the world speed- failure. Ray Wilson. Qualifiers were: 
coming Peter Grinter, Pra iS me grade: G. Power 25, P, way championships at Coventry, Eric Boocock was the shock €. Boocock 13; T. Betts 12; 
riding incredibly Wellmaieee marth 23m Stone 22, C. England, last month. winner with 13 points from D. Jessup 11; J, Boulger 10; 
nson 20, T. Clist 12, P. With only the first nine Terry Bettswho scored one less. 1. Mauger 9; N. Boocock 8; 


switching from Yamaha to  Grinter.10. i i 
Ossa, was obviously going to B grade: A. Gray 23, N. Balley moving on to the European/ Mauger was fifth. In a night J. McMillan 8; P. Collins 8; 


be snapping at their heels. 22, D. Gibb 14, R. Moore 13, G. American final at Denmark, of surprises the two favourites J. Louis 8. 
Without a doubt section Cocks 11, J. Bennett 9. Briggo misses out on the chance Peter Collins and John Louis 


y 





seven decided the results of 
the trial, This would be one of 
the most difficult sections 
seen for some time and was 
cleaned only once during the 
day, by Greg Power. Riders 
were forced to slither down 
sharp, slick rocks through a 
narrow rock funnel, negotiate 
an extremely sharp, full lock 
“U" turn and climb back out 
of the section over adverse 
camber rocks. 

Simple in concept but 
almost Impossible to ride, the’ 
U turn caused all the trouble. 
Many riders found thelr front 
wheel wedged on full left lock 
and the inevitable five points 
down the drain as they 
searched for a_soft rock to 
land on. Greg Power lost 24 
pens here, closely followed 
y Peter Grinter with 26 and 
Brian Clarke on 28, 

Peter Martin suffered a 
heavy 35 point loss in this 
section, so lost considerable 
ground here alone. 

The balance of Greg's 
advantage was made up In 
section one, where he lost 
only one point, to the seven 
lost by Grinter and the nine 
each lost by Martin and Chas 











Se eT eard was made up A. World 500cc Motocross Champion These riders are the class of 1973 
of a tight, adverse camber Roger DeCoster—Suzuki cycle competition. Throughout 
turn around a tree, followed B. World 250cc Motocross Champion Europe and across the U.S.A. 


Hakan Andersson—Yamaha 
C. AMA Grand National Champion Y And although the winning brand 
0 ext 8 grader place was Ken Roberts—Yamaha of bike varied from Yamaha to 
Ts) . u . 
Dave Cumming, who. rode D. AMA 250cc National Motocross Champion’ Suzuki, Honda, Maico and Hus- 
extremely well to an overall Gary Jones—Honda qvarna, the winning brand of spark 
ninth place, while John , 1 ined tl 
Strong, second B grade rider, E. AMA Indoor Champion plug remaine he 
took eleventh place. Both : Rick Hocking—Yamaha same. Champion Gold 
riders were Montesa mounted. F. Inter-AMA Motocross Champion (250cc) Palladiums.The spark 
RESULTS: Heikki Mikkola—Husqvarna plug champions use. 
G. AMA Open Class National 
Motocross Champion 
Pierre Karsmakers—Yamaha 


OU a er an We've got your plug. 


tree root step and an 
uphill, slippery right turn to 
the exit. 


by a tricky uphill jump over a 
at 





Stuart Mai ana l} 1825 B 

Dave Cummin 
tf sa], 110, 97 Brien mith [250 
Yamaha), 111, 10. 


250 





KAWASAKI SPARES 
PROMPT MAIL ORDER SERVICE 
Norjo motors 
239 Riccarton Road, Christchurch 
Telephone: 43-493 L.M.V.D. 


HONDA SPARES 
FOR ALL MODELS UP TO 100cc 
PROMPT MAIL ORDER SERVICE 
Norjo motors 
834 Colombo Street, Christchurch 
Telephone: 50-172 L.M.V.D. 


We can supply 
KONI SHOCK ABSORBERS 
complete with 9.! 


wv springs 
to suit BULTACO SHERPA T 
or similar. 

‘$66.80 pei pair. 
Remittance required with 
order.Postage free. 

H.B.MOTORCYCLES LTD. 

Hastings St., Napier 

Phone 54205 

For Honda and Bultaco 
TRAIL BIKES 


If there was any more 
to motoring, we’d know 
about it! 


MOTORMAN 
MAGAZINE 


* RALLIES © 
* RACING 
* ROAD TESTS 
* OVERSEAS NEWS 
* TECHNICAL 
FEATURES 
* INDUSTRY NEWS 
* TRACK TESTS 
* TOP SPORTING 
COLUMINISTS 
= PERSONALITY 
PROFILES 
* AND MUCH, MUCH 
MORE. : 
Subscription fees $4.80 per year. 
Send to: 
Fourman Holdings Limited 
P.O. Box 883, 
Wellington. 


EASTERN SUBURBS 
YAMAHA CENTRE 


AD 
series 


PHONE: 584349 
Mayfair Place, 


Glen Innes, 
Auckland. 
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LITTLE BEAR... 


There were two Big Bears at this year’s Little Bear Run 
organised by the Manawatu Orion Motor Cycle Club. Lou 
Peeti was there fitting the bill in stature and Tim Gibbes 
was there proving he was the biggest bear of all to win his 
fourth Little Bear Run in six years of competing the event. 
In the other two years he came second and third. 


Following Gibbes (Yamaha 
SC500) home were Roger Hinton 
(Suzuki 400), John Burling 
(Yamaha 250), Dennis Goodwin 
(Honda 250 Elsinore), Morley 
Shirriffs (Honda 250 Elsinore), 
lan McDonald (Suzuki 250) and 
66 other assorted, .very tired 
motor-cyclists. 

It was only fitting really 
that: Gibbes\\should have» won: 
once again, for he virtually in- 
troduced the race to New 
Zealand. ‘ 

A long time ago, in 1959, 
Tim Gibbes was doing his bit 
for motor-cycling in America. 
One of the events he com- 
peted in was a race out of Los 
Angeles up a- mountain called 
the Big Bear Mountain. He 
entered this event two years in 
succession; became lost whilst 
leading and finally ended up 
21st in 1959 and cracked his 
bike’s sump whilst lying second 
in the 1960 event. (For the 
record, up to 1000 people 
compete this event). 

When he came back to New 
Zealand he brought a film of 
that event with him and it so 
inspired members of the Mana- 
watu Orion Motor-cycle Club 
that they decided to run a 
similar race. 

There was no Big Bear 
Mountain to race up around 
Palmerston North but the club 
found a: large farm property, 
laid out a course and called it 
the Little Bear Run. It’s been 
going now since 1962. 

Although it's a highly com- 
petitive event with everyone 
wanting to go out there and win, 
it's also a great deal of fun. 
Although, if you happened to 
get stuck in this year’s nicely 
positioned mudhole the fun got 
less funnier the further in you 
went. 

The whole idea of the thing 
is to race around a set course 
over varying ‘terrain following 
flags stuck on gate posts. The 
first lap is the most awkward 
because you have to find out 
where you are going. From then 
on it's a matter of stamina. 

This year's event was two 
hours plus one lap and included 
a compulsory fuel stop. Each 
lap took approximately 12 
minutes to complete for the 
fast riders and those who 
finished the event — 72 in all — 


completed 11 hard fought laps. 
The start looked like some- 


; thing from Klondyke gold rush 


Top page: The Infamous mud hole 
trapped many res 

Contre page top: Tima 
SC500 Yamaha, eT Gibbet 


days, All the bikes — 143 
starters from 174 entries (90 in 
1973) — lined up in a flat basin 
aimed at a sandy bottleneck, 
about 12 bike widths across, 
a couple of hundred yards away. 
The riders lined up Le Mans 
style ‘50 yards behind their 
machines and were started by a 
blast from a double barrelled 








Centre: Lou Peeti, Husqverna 400 
led to start but dropped when 
chain came oft Oe be 
ittom: The start 
zi with Brent Vantier 





shotgun. 

Those who had done the 
event before headed in the right 
direction others meandered off 
all over the place searching for 
the signs. 

About fifteen minutes later 
the first bike could be heard 
approaching the ‘pits’. Through 
the farm gate roared Lou Peeti 
closely followed by Don Baker, 
Craig Siddell, Clive Fall, Danny 
Sapwell, Lloyd Pratt, Tim Gibbes 
and Rod Shirriffs. 

From then on there was 
scarcely a time when someone 
wasn't riding along the bumpy 


finish’ straight so'strUngyoutwasenes 


the field. 

The chain came off Peeti’s 
Husqvarna on the second lap 
and it was Danny Sapwell who 
led into third lap followed by 
Fall, Baker and Gibbes. 

Sapwell led for the next two 
laps but was overtaken by Gibbes 
on lap five who in. turn was 
overtaken by Morley Shirriffs, 
who had been steadily working 
up the order on lap six. 

However, from lap seven on, 
it was Gibbes all the way, never 
putting a foot wrong. He was 
closely followed by Sapwell until 
lap nine when the chain came 
off Sapwell's 125 Honda Elsi- 
nore, After riding a great race 
he dropped right back. 

The fight was then on be- 
tween Gibbes and Shirriffs but 
fast coming up were Roger Hin- 
ton and John Burling. And on 
the last lap, when  Shirriffs 
dropped back, Hinton moved up 
behind Gibbes to take second 
Place. 

“| was amazed | was fit 
enough" said Tim Gibbes after- 
wards. “Il hung back on the 
first lap to watch the guys and 


~ find out where to go. | kept it 


cool until the last lap and then 
| really let go. | didn't know 
| was ahead though. | thought 
| was in the first six, but not 
ahead", 

After the race Tim took his 
son for a ride around part of 
the course and then headed home 
for a hot relaxing bath. 

And meanwhile back at the 
mud hole... 





A few weeks ago | was the biggest 
Suzuki dealer in the country. Now I'm 
about to become the biggest that Honda 
has. 


Why? 


Why did | switch bikes in 
mid-stream? 


It's not because Honda has a bike 
far superior to Suzuki, or anything 
like that. The answer goes a lot 
deeper. 


For those of you who are unfamiliar 
with the bike scene, up until 1970 bikes 
were_on import licence. Which simply. 
means that the lucky souls with licences 
got:to:import bikes and distribute them 
to whoever they chose. | didn’t have one 
"so | sold and serviced:just about 
anything | could get my oily mitts on. 

Then whamo! 


Bikes were off-licence and 
Japanese technology took our roads by 
storm. 

However, ail brands still had their 
official importers. John Dale had the 
Honda franchise so | went along in my 
best suit and said, ‘John, I'd like to 
order $%million worth of Hondas”. 

John didn't take me up so | went 
back to the Coleman Bros, Suzuki 
Importers extraordinaire. 

From then | began to make Suzuki 
my life. | sold, serviced and sweated to 
become the best. But this isn’t a fairy 
tale and things started to go wrong. 

Suffice it to say that the Coleman 
lads and | had different opinions on 
how bikes should be sold and serviced. 

The petrol crisis added a little more 
fuel to the fire. 


WHY MY REPUTATION 
IS RIDING ON HONDA. 





Last summer | sat around in a half 
empty showroom. | not only couldn't get 
the number of bikes to supply my new 
customers, but | couldn't get adequate 
parts to service the ones | had already 
sold. Just the type of’situation which 
loses both friends and money. 


Equally frustrating, | saw large 
numbers of Hondas and parts coming in 
to my competitors. 


By this time the Honda franchise 
was held by Motor Holdings, so | 
began negotiations with them. Now 
| sell and service Hondas. 


Where does that leave you? 


If I've ever sold you a bike, I'll do 
my damndest to service it for you. 'm 
getting every part | can lay my hands 
on. And if | can’t supply 
then I'll soon find out 
who can. 









What of the future? 


For a-start, the expertise we've put 
into motorbikes will be every bit as 
good as that which you have come to 
expect. | reckon our,mechanics can still 
strip and repdir a bike better than 
anyone in the country. To back them 
up, we've built a new Honda workshop 
around the corner from our Mt Eden 
branch. | reckon there's none better in 
town, but if you think I'm biased, call 
around and take a look for yourself. 


Of course the big difference down 
here is that from now.on weill-be talking 
Hondas. We'll tell you about.a bigger 
range, more parts, faster delivery. 
A better bike? 


I've had Suzukis for some time-and 
| couldn't turn around and say that 
Honda is far better without spending 
some time getting to know it: 

Obviously if Honda is the world's 
largest selling bike, it ain't no slug. 

| know one thing. | haven't seen so 
many smiling faces around the shop 
since that day, years ago, when bikes 
were first taken off licence. 


ILL 


RUSSEL 


LM.V.0, 




























































































Yamaha's smallest and 
newest four-stroke tourer 
— the eight-valve TX500 
— appears at first glance to 
be rather mundane, espec- 
ially when compared with 
the multitudes of three and 
four-cylinder ‘‘super bikes’ 
now available in New 
Zealand. 


However, little more than a 
superficial appraisal of the speci- 
fications is needed to appreciate 
that this roadster is a little out 
of the ordinary. The TX500, 
whish) bas, now/been in) produc: 
tion\for about 10 months, was 
the ‘first double overhead’ cam- 
shaft twin to be launched in any 
numbers on the world market. 
The engine is just about as 
sophisticated as it is possible for 
a twin to get, 

For a start there are the eight 
valves — two valves for the 
exhaust and two for the intake 
on each cylinder. Theoretically, 
this improves the efficiency of 
the fuel flow and the exhausting. 
The spark plug is fitted in the 
centre of each cylinder, resulting 
in maximum energy transfer 
characteristics. 

One camshaft works the in- 
take valves and the other the 
exhaust valves. A special alloy 
is used for the valve seats in 
order. to prevent rapid wear 
when using non-leaded fuel. 


SCTE 


Balancer. k 
The engine is also equipped 
with what Yamaha like to call 
an omni-phase balancer mechan- 


r 





YAMAH/ 
VALVE T} 


ism. Broadly speaking,. this 
mechanism utilises balancers 
driven by the crankshaft which 
set up vibrations. 180deg out- 
of-phase with that developed by 
the up-and-down. motion of the 
piston. The balancers are con- 
structed so that the magnitude 
of their developed vibrations 
equals that developed by the 
piston. The sum of the com- 
bined vibrations and moments, 
theoretically, is zero. 


If this system was one hun- 
dred per cent efficient, the 
Yamaha engine would be the. 
greatest ever. It isn't. And 
neither could it be expected to 
be, But it certainly has reduced 
the shaking and) Vibration to a 
negligible amount. 

On the test machine, supplied 
by the Christchurch distri- 
butors, Velvin and Cresswell 
Ltd, the piston movement could 
be felt at low speeds but beyond 
the 3000rpm mark the engine 
smoothed out beautifully taking 
on almost turbine-like character- 
istics. 

The engine displaces 498cc 
(30.39 cu. in) and develops a 
healthy 48bhp at 8500rpm. This 
is sufficient to propel it up a 
26deg slope or to a claimed top 
speed of 110mph. 

\n heavy traffic, the TX500 
was surprisingly tractable during 


the test period, in spite of a 


rather substantial dry weight of 
405lbs (183.5kgs). However, 
care was needed in the throttle 
control department. Slamming 
the throttle shut in a lower gear 
was rather like locking both 
Wheels with the brakes. 


Long-legged 
\t would, nevertheless, potter 
along quite happily at little more 
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than a walking pace. But, make 
no mistake. This is a touring 
machine designed for the open 
road. It has a long-legged feel 
about it. The gearing is on the 
high side, helping to emphasise 
its touring characteristics. 

The engine will not pull with- 
Out snatch in top gear below 
‘2000rpm and the real power 
does not start coming in until 
the 3000rpm band is reached. 
But then it will pull strongly 
fight up to the red-marked 
danger area of 9000rpm: Maxi- 
mum) torque is 32.6ft-lbs at 
6500rpm (4.5kgm) and this is 
well spread throughout the rev 
range. e 
_!n) the highest of, the. five, 
gears, it is possible to ride at 
30mph (or 50kph) — the speedo- 
meter is not in metric measure- 
ment — but only just. The 
engine is turning over at only 
2500rpm at this speed’ and to 
pull away smartly it is necessary 
toidrop down a gear (or two), 

On the hills, the Yamaha has 
few equals. It feels almost like 
@ big single. |t bounds up the 
steepest of slopes as if they 
Weren't there and the engine 
braking is quite outstanding, On 
a) trip around the Port Hills on 
Banks Peninsula, the engine 


Would hold the bike on all but 
the very steepest of slopes. In 
fact, the throttle Had to be 
Opened slightly on most descents 
inorder to| maintain a reasonable 
Pace. 









(S$ EIGHT- 


Hydraulic disc 

At the front is fitted’ a very 
efficient single disc hydraulic 
brake. In normal riding; the 
engine would do a giant share of 
the braking work. But even if 
the engine suddenly fell out of 
the frame or (more likely) the 
chain| broke, the brakes could 
cope with most emergencies. 
Deliberate harsh treatment. of 
the brakes _ resulted in no 


appreciable change in their 
efficiency. 
The handling of the TX500. 


was excellent. |t is a heavy 
Machine and this cannot be 
forgotten. BUtit can be Whipped 
through bends’ with remarkable 
ease and) holds the road Wel), 
This can be attributed to 
Yamaha's racing experience, al- 
though the bike is far removed 
from a competition mount. 

The bike is held together by 
a racer-type double cradle 
tubular frame of considerable 
strength: The front forks are 
telescopic, almost of enduro 
type — light and strong. 

Ignition is electronic, dis- 
pensing with the need for 
contact points. The integrated 
circuit regulator, as the system 
is called, is encased in resin 
and has no moving parts to wear 
out. 

An electric starter is fitted, 
“and for those with weak right 
legs, this is just as well. It takes 
a hefty kick to turn over the 
engine with its 9-to-1 com- 
pression ratio. : 

Summing up, the TX500 is 
a well-finished ‘and very com- 
fortable touring machine with 
ideal characteristics’ for long 





distance riding. The seating 
position is good and the controls 
are all readily accessible.. Per- 


formance information can be 
obtained at a glance from the’ 
instrument panel, which includes 








a flasher pilot lamp, an_ oil 
pressure lamp and a stop light 
failure warning lamp as well as 
the tachometer and speedo- 
meter, 

The retail price 
Zealand is $1715. 


in New 


Specifications 








A closo-up of the eight-valve Yamaha 
TX500's power unit. 


Maximum speed, 110mph (180kph); 
dlimbing ability, 26deg; minimum 
turing circle, 98.4in) (2500mm); 
minimum braking distance, 46ft at 
31mph (14m at 5Okph); engine, four- 
stroke double overhead) camshaft 
rallel twin; displacement, 498cc 
'30.39cu. in); bore and stroke 2.874 
x 2.346 in. (73 x 59.6mm); lubri- 
cation wet sump trochoid pump; 
starting” electric and kick; trans- 
mission five-speed; length 84.6 in 
(2150mm); width 32.9 in (835mm); 
height 44.5 in (1130mm); whe 
base 55.5in (1410mm); ground 
clearance 6.1 in (155mm); weight 
405ibs (183.5kq, dry); fuel capacity 
3 litres; tyres 3.25-19-4PR at front 
and|3.50-18-4PR at rear, 
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THE MICK ANDREWS REPLICA 
SUPERB TRIALS MACHINE 







JUST ARRIVED! LATEST SHIPMENT OF 
THE OSSA TRIALS AND OSSA EXPLORER 







Enquiries to: 


MIKE HARRIS 
EQUIPMENT 


8 BULLER GROVE NAENAE LOWER HUTT 
PH: WGTN 675-108 






If you're ready fora 
unique experience... 


Climb aboard! 


With the introduction of the gine crankcase acting as the bot- 
750, Ducati has developed an tom frame member; constant- 
unequalled blend of perfor- mesh, 5-speed gearbox; twin 
mance, handling and durability carbs; hydraulic front disc brake; 
in a truly vibration-free ride that direction signals; new modern 
must be felt to be believed instrument panel; specially de- 

The 750 incorporated a_ signed and race tested front fork 
90-degree, longitudinal V-twin and suspension for pinpoint 
engine with a total cross-section handling 
no larger than most single- The latest shipment has just ar- 
cylinder models, allowing a per- , rived at your Dealer. youows I to 

$—-> fect alternating weight balance yourself to test ride the 750 today, 

nore DUCAYT) and ay Ril orealngllaa lone liayoUlwlllinevenwapttojsitiastridg 
is ~~ engine life; an open, double- the competition again! 

MODEL 750 Cradle steel frame with the en- 


GT 































MOTORS LTD, L.M.V.D.,Cameron Road, Whangerei. 
JOHN HEMPLEMAN MOTORCYCLES, L.M.V.D., Queen St, Onehunga. 
AUCKLAND MOTORCYCLES LTD, L.M.V.D., Ponsonby Rd, Auckland. 
HENRY BROS MOTORCYCLES, L.M.V.D., Victoria St, Cambridge. 
PINK & COLLISON LTD, L.M.V.D., Cameron Road, Tauranga. 
JOHN BURN MOTORCYCLES LTD, L.M.V.D., Hastings St, Napier. 
FORTHWRIGHT MOTORS LTD, L.M.V.D., Ingestre St, Wanganui. 
PINK & COLLISON LTD, L.M.V.D., Cuba St, Palmerston North, 
ROTORUA MOTORCYCLES, L.M.V.D., Rotorua. 
KEVIN BOCK MOTORCYCLES, L.M.V.D., Upper Hutt. 
CALLENDER MOTORCYCLES, L.M.V.D., St.Aubyn St, New Plymouth. 
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CHRIS HARRIS TALKS TRIALS — FROM THE UK 
National Lyn 
TradersTrial 


There was a large number of entries for this unimportant trial — 
over 200 in fact. 

I'd drawn an early number which was unfortunate because as the 
trial got under way | found myself in the position of wearing off the 
thick slimy moss on the rocks for the later riders. 

Most of the observed sections were rocky boulders and slabs with 
many uphill twists and turns in them. The slippery moss was so 
tenacious that it took about 100 riders to gnaw the worst off. 

There were forty observed sections to be ridden and this involved 
travelling some sixty miles on the road. This took me from 11 am 
until 5 pm — most enjoyable. 

| rode with good form, at times clearing sections that only the top 
riders cleared but at other times trying too hard and suffering a 
“five” when | could have got away with a “three” or a “two” if I'd 
had the perception to use a steadying foot. 

The sections were long and this brought some problems. With 
sometimes six or seven sub-sections to make up the whole 
continuous observed section it was difficult to carry in one’s mind 
the finest detail of the couple of hundred yards of terrain. 

Of course to be indecisive at any particular point meant to 
place oneself and bike in entirely the incorrect position for the next 
obstacle — with resultant calamity. 

| learnt that maybe the top riders have photographic memories! 

Somehow it 
each section on foot. Then, whilst concentrating on riding feet up 
over whatever is under your wheels you have to look ahead at what 
is coming up. 

Let me describe a couple of sections. 

The first, called “Big Bank” (all the sections are given names over 
here) ran up a very steep hill adjacent to a fence line. It was about 
75 yards long, consisted of three sub-sections and had just one rut wi 
boulders in it as the only path. Towards the top of the hill the rut 
disappeared and boulders concealed in grass provided the final terror. 

Naturally in riding up such a steep hill the front wheel wanted to 
lift in the air all the time. To try and keep in a deep rut, surmount 





WHEELINGIN 


is necessary to identify each rock as you look through 


ith 


the boulders, and prevent the front wheel aviating over one’s shoulder 


needed some doing! 


Another section was called “Jim's Bloomer”. It started in a rocky - 


stream bed, It too ran uphill alongside a fence line for about 100 
yards and contained four sub-sections. 

The surface was loose shale with absolutely no wheelgrip at all. 
The section curved a little so that it was not possible to attack it 
directly. 

| tried third gear on full noise but failed to get right to the top. | 
didn’t see anyone at all get to the crest of the hill. 

For a while | rode in the company of Jeff Parkin a relatively 
unknown rider who surprised everyone a little while ago by winning 
the National Victory Trial. He is a protoge of Sammy Miller. 

His technique was to steadily plonk his way through most of the 
sections at very slow speed. He found amazing wheelgrip which 


eluded most of the faster riders. Then again his tactics weren't always 


successful and then he fell head over heels like the rest of us! 
That night the results were announced and | felt that | hed done 


relatively well (considering my early riding number)-to top the second 


class awards list with 25th place and 57 points lost. 


rane y leer) 


The next day was Bank Holiday (Monday) so, as the local club at 
Lynton was holding a trial in the same area as the Lyn Traders Trial, 
| decided to have a go. 

drew number 65 in the starting order which was quite a good 
omen as it meant the reverse of the previous day — somebody else 
would be wearing the slime off the rocks for me. 

By now I’d come to watch closely the printed programme of the 
trials. If | saw that the good riders had early numbers then it was a 
sure sign of where the advantage lay in that particular trial. Local 
knowledge is of prime importance over here and riders plan ahead to 
aim for a certain entry number. 

Of course by the time that you look at the programme on the day 
it’s too late to do anything about your own number — except plan 
for next year. 

Anyhow away the trial went and because it was so fine and warm 
| rode in just light weight overalls. 

The observed sections were of identical layout and severity to the 
Previous days trial. | rode confidently and made only a few major 
mistakes, 

On the steepest hills | was pleased when my Ossa responded to a 
very heavy hand on the throttle and screamed to the top of each one. 

| have always enjoyed hard rocky sections and found the whole 
trial just my cup of tea. 

|| | was more than satisfied when the results were announced, 

John Bliss and John Luckett 17 points lost 1st, Chris Harris 19 
points lost 3rd, G. Best 21 points lost 4th, G. Atkins 26 points lost 
6th. 

If only I'd not lost that one stupid “five”! 
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SECOND HAND 
MOTORS 


650cc XS2 


13000 Miles oe 

360cc RT2 180 

350cc RS Needs work $180 

250cc RD250 7000 Miles $300 

< 175cc CT2 _Needs work $170 


650cc Bonneville Brand New $675 
All complete with Carbs etc. 


ACCESSORIES 


Tyre Pandos $3.85. MX bars from $5.75. English alloy trials 
bars $15.75. idgestone tyres (All sizes) dirt or street. 
All types Champion spark plugs and plug caps. Unbreakable 
MX Guards ‘and levers. Racing number plate sets $4.15. 
Mx Mudflaps $1.35. Mx Mouthguards $5.70. Service 
Manuals suit most Yamaha, Triumph. Duckhams chainguard 
$3.50. Jap machine flywheel pullers $4.25. Mx footrests 
$2.40, 








YAMAHA 
& TRIUMPH 
SPARES SERVICE 


COMPETITION 
.MAGHINES 


New ¥Z125 
New MX250 
New YZ360 
New TY250 
New TY80 

1972 MX250 
1973 RD350 








Motocrosser 
Motocrosser 
Motocrosser, $1814 
Trials 5 $1149 
Trials $469 
Good condition $780 
Kitted TR3. Road race $1575 


Demo model, $925 
$1435, 


New Trail bikes due off boat, 
“Yamaha. Its a better trail bike” 


. Also great selection of New and Used Motorcycles 


STAFF WANTED 


Motorcycle mechanics and spares personal junior and senior. 
Good money for the right men (or women). 


Apply The Manager 


— WWHITE 
[Woton} 


= 
90 — 92 


Dixon Street, 
, _ WELLINGTON. 
L.M.V.D. 
Phones: 42348 — 43008 


Post Address: P. O. Box 2216 








Top left: Series leader Grey Power 
(Ossa 250) showed the control and 
skill of a real champion at Palmer- 

North. f 
Loft: Bruce Mitchell (Yamaha 250) 
had a disastrous second day including 
two wat mistakes on this section. 
‘Above: Paul Symons (Bultaco 250), 
now lying fifth on the championship 
table. 


NZ Trials Series 


The combination of physical strength and immaculate 
precision riding has put Greg Power (Ossa 250) back into 
the lead of the New Zealand Trials series after the third 
round run on June 22 and 23 at Palmerston North. 


The ebullient Hamiltonian, 
showing considerable restraint, 
rode like a master on both days, 
but it:was over'the seconddays’ 
sections with tricky river cross- 
ing and slippery tree root sections 


that he really came into his own. 


No one could get near Power 
on that second day. Overnight 
leader, Bruce Mitchell, from 
Christchurch (Yamaha 250), had 
a disastrous second day, losing 
103 points to Power's 58. 
Mitchell was unsettled in a 
number of second day sections, 
none more so than section one, 
a tricky river crossing that had 
him fall into the icy water 
twice. On one of these falls he 
wrenched his right wrist and it 
had to be strapped: 

Owing to his good first day 
showing however Mitchell still 
managed third overall to. tie 
with Hamilton's Chas Swanson 
(Ossa 250). 

Second place getter at Palmer- 
ston .was 17 years old Peter 
Grinter (Ossa 250). Grinter has 
little of the-strength of Power 
or for that matter Mitchell, and 
must rely on pin point throttle 
control and the balance of a tight 
rope artist. He has the ability 
to think himself through a sec- 
tion and out of trouble when 
he’son the pegs. He undoubted- 
ly has a great future. 

The. two day trial, organised 
by the Manawatu Orion Motor 
Cycle Club, gained high praise 
from competitors. Sections were 
different and difficult, ranging 
over all manner of terrain, from 
a blast up a mud hill, to tricky 


inching up a boulder strewn . 


gorge, to fast flowing river 
crossings to tight work over 
slippery tree roots, Their 
severity can be gauged by the 
scores competitors collected, 
The first day, held on a brand 
new property, contained some 
of the most difficult sections 
yet seen in a New Zealand trial. 
It is indicative of the high stan- 
dard now being attained by the 
country’s trialing fraternity that 
section one on the first day, 
which only a year ago would 
have been considered as a normal 


section, is now thought of as 
easy. 

The, sections on the first day 
that’ sorted the men. from the 
boys were the marvellous line 
of sections and sub-sections — 
the Manawatu Club introduced 
sub-sections for the first time 
in a New Zealand trial — up a 
rock-strewn stream bed. 

The scene up the stream bed 
reminded onlookers of photo- 
graphs from top English trials. 
It was all natural hazards, with 
marker flags being placed very 
thoughtfully, and no dangerous 
areas. 

So far as spectators were 
concerned however, the muddy 
hill climb was the best vantage 
point. Itstarted the day slippery 
and ended it worse than ice. It 
beat most riders, in fact ‘only 
the best made it to the top. It 
was a third gear blast and Mit- 
chell excelled. 

Other riders to show up well 
onthe first day were series 
leaders’ Grinter, Power and 
Swanson. Paul Symons and 
Stuart Marshall showed their 
mettle as did Palmerston Denny 
Turnbull and Wanganui's Peter 
Lintott. Trevor Clist from 
Paeroa and C. Stone from 
Thames were hard on the heels 
of the leaders after the first 
day. But the second day wit- 
nessed many changes, 

Getting under way later than 
Planned due to a swollen stream 


which wiped out some planned- 


sections, the second day was 
notable for the consistency of 
Power, Grinter and Chas Swan- 
son, For many others it was 
Perhaps a day they would prefer 
to forget. 

Section one, section three 
and section nine did all the 
damage. 

What looked a not-too-diffi- 
cult stream crossing with a 
slippery exit proved a hell-hole 
for many riders. Mitchell fell 
off twice, Stuart Marshall dis- 
appeared * into the Water 
Completely and found his head 
trapped beneath the torrent 
“It was too damned cold to 
breath in there* anyway” he 


said later. 

Others found the entrance 
from the true right bank into 
the stream a problemand quite 
a few bikes arrowed in leaving 
the back wheel spinning and the 
front wheel well and truly stuck. 


Section, -three..caused»manye 


riders to lose contact with their 
bikes and end up at the bottom 
of the hill they had started 
from. It was over slippery tree 
roots and required a tight turn. 
Power was in his element here. 


Section nine had a tight turn 
at the start and then a quick 
run up an angled bank with a 
tree root jutting out at the top 
and a tree leaning over to catch 
the unwary. It was a beautifully 
Planned section with a nasty 
trap. Looking best over this 
section, throughout the day, was 
Paul Symons. 


Other tree root sections, a 
further river crossing, and a 
couple of hill climbs completed 
day two. u} 

Throughout the two days 
competitors rode over a total 
Of 160 sections — ten six times 
on, the first day and ten ten 
times on the second day. 

The organisation was excel- 
lent and the sections chosen 
would be difficult to beat any- 
where. In fact it will be in- 
teresting to see what the Christ- 
church sections are like on July 
27 and 28. They will really 
have to be something to beat 


the sections at Palmerston 
North. 


Results: — 
Overall: Greg Power, Hamilton (Ossa 
250) 114; Peter Grinter Hamilton 
(Ossa 250) 124; Bruce Mitchell 
Christchurch (Yamaha 280) and Chas 
Swanson, Hamilton (Oma 250) 150; 
Paul Symons Hastings (Bultaco 250} 
194; Stuart Marshall Auckland 
eri 325) 197, 
rst day: Bruce Mitchell 47; Peter 
Grinter 53; Greg Power 56, Chas 
Swanson 62; Stuart Marshall 69; 
Tresor, Clist, Poeros (Yamaha 250) 
‘Second day: Greg Power 68; Peter 
Grinter mm Chas Swenson 5S; Broce 
Mitchell, 103; “Paul 
‘Stuart Marshall 128, 
Placings at the end of the third 
trial In the six trial New Zealand 
series (best four to count) ere: 
Greg Power 40; Bruce Mitchell 7; 
Chas Swanson 26; Peter Grinter 
25; Paul Symons 23. 


: 








With Peter Boyle and Morley Shirriffs each dominating 


‘his class in the qualifying races the scene was set for a 
dual between these two in the two motocross legs at the 
second meeting of the Ixion club’s winter series at 
‘ Otaihanga near Paraparaumu on June 9. 


Ixion's policy of requiring 
riders to qualify for the legs 
on the day of racing brought 
out some determined racing 
as fiders strove to be 
included in the field. After a 
mammoth number of entries 
confused the MX_ class 
results of the first meeting! in 
the series, the committee had 
worked out details of the 
second meeting so a smooth 
well run day of racing 
resulted. 

Peter Boyle had planned to 
face in two classes but had 
only his 125cc Suzuki ready 
on the day. In the first 125 
face he completed a lap 
behind Phil Turnbull (Suzuki) 
before taking the lead for the 


st_of the race. In his next 
Ft outfrom the 


" start/and!-never looked like 


being caught. Turnbull took 
second place again and 
Danny Sapwell replaced Mark 


Boyle at third. 

lominating the 250 cc 
class completely, Morley 
Shirriffs rode his Honda 


Elsinore to first place twice, 
well. ahead of Warren 
Lambess both times. Bill 
Wetzel (Yamaha 500) and Des 
Boyce took, one race each In 
the over 250 class adding to 
the possibilities for the 
feature races. 

When the’ tensely awaited 
first leg got under way It was 
Morley Shirriffs, using his 
extra power, who took the 
lead from Peter Boyle on the 
start straight. Boyle followed 


_ be! 


Shirriffs for a lap and then 
siezed the lead and began to 
open a gap. Four laps from 
the finish, Boyle had the 
length of the pit straight 
between himself and Shirriffs 
and looked to be a clear 
winner. 

Boyle was riding like a 
veteran, handling the course 
masterfully while  Shirriffs 
seemed to be having diffi- 
culty particularly with the 

and bumps on the pit 
straight. Suddenly something 
came right for him and he 
Just wound on the power and 
began to shorten Boyle's 
lead. He chased Boyle 
desperately from the White 
flag and pipped him just 
‘ore the post. - 

“Shirriffs, who had won on 
this course at the» first 
meeting in the series while 
riding a borrowed 125 Honda, 
said it had been a lot easier 
that time. He said the heavier 
250 made him work much 
harder without gaining much 
advantage. 

W. Flowers took the first 
leg of the trail bike class 

iving himself three wins so 
arin the series. Most of the 
trail riders had improved 
since the ‘first meeting and 
were handling the bumpy 
Otaihanga track better this 
time. Towards the end of the 
meeting the organisers 
advanced the second leg MX 
to before the second leg trail 
as daylight was beginning to 
run out. 


“across tl 


Above: Present points leader in the 
trail bike class Bill Flowers. : 
Top right: Who'd be at the rear of 
this? The start of the MX second 





leg. 
Far right: Phil Turnbull (Suzuki 125) 
took two seconds in the 125 MX 
class. 

Right: Mark Boyle (Suzuki 125) had 
‘@ good day but went end over ond 
along pit straight and retired. 


There was a row of tired 
smiling faces at the start of 
the second leg trail when it 
was announced that the race 
had been_ shortened to five 
laps.4M. Fitzgerald took first 
place this time with W. 
Flowers second and G. Page 
third again. 

The second leg MX 
developed into a__ race 
between Boyle and Shirriffs 
again. At the start Jamie 
Mead (Suzuki 250) was the 
first man out but Peter Boyle 
demonstrated the effect of 
holding jt wide open right 
bumps and shot 
into the’! lead only to be 
passed by Morley. Shirriffs 

alfway down the straight. 

Mark Boyle who had been 
riding well all day, having 
taken two thirds, one of them 
in the first leg, went end over 
end at the far end of the pit 
straight. Afterwards he said 
he didn't know what he hit 
but it put him out of the race. 

Shirriffs pulled ahead of 
Boyle, who was well clear of 
the next man Warren 
Pellet and won by half a 
jap. 

With these two leading and 
so many other talented riders 
beginning to emerge in each 
class, the remaining four 
meetings in the series 
promise to be exciting. 








Widowmaker To Ward 


Palmerston North rider Neil 
Ward (250 Bultaco Sherpa) won 
the New Zealand 350cc grass 
hill climb championship, held 
by the Manawatu-Orjon club 
‘on the Pahiatua Track. 

Ward completed the 'Widow- 
maker" course in a best time of 
Imin 4.6sec. Lloyd Pratt (175 
Yamaha) recorded 1min 7.5sec 
for second and third went to 
veteran Michael Gordon-Crosby , 
Who recorded Imin 9,55sec on 
A Honda MT250, 

The course itself was laid out 


ms 





by the wily Tim Gibbes, and was 
very steep and bumpy, a great 
test for both man and machine. 
Unfortunately, weather condi- 
tions were far from ideal, with 
morning rain making the surface 
very slippery. It was even dif- 
ficult to climb the hill on foot! 
Temperatures were near-freezing, 
but six riders braved the ele- 
ments and attempted to conquer 
the conditions. In doing so 
they provided both themselves 
and the spectators with some[ 
exciting moments. 

From the original starting 
point, no rider got more than 
20 feet up the near 60 degree 
slope so the mark was altered to 
a position further up the hill. 
This point also proved difficult 
but at least manageable, though 
most riders fell in the first few 


: yards during” several \of their 


Tuns! 

Tim Gibbes, himself, took 
part in the event, though his 
times didn’t count for the title 
as he was riding an SC500 Ya- 
maha, Even the Yam's superior 


by Russell Harris 





‘Tim Gibbes. + 
power was o¥ little use in the 
conditions and his best time was 
Imin 4.6sec, identical to that of 
the winner, Eventually, the 
Weather closed right in, and it 
was found necessary to abandon 
the meeting. 





FRANK BOYLE WINTER MOTO- 
CROSS RESULTS 


B TRAIL — J. Willis; R. Tato; 

P. McKeefry. A TRAIL —W. Flowers; 
R. inkle; G. Page. 

. Turnbull; 


7 A. McClunie; T. Porter; 
W. Young. 2ND LEG TRAIL — 
Fitzgerald; W. Flowers; G. Pago; 
P. Eglington; P. McKeefry; R. Krin- 
kle; R. Burgess; D. Fisher (De- 
Plumber). 

















POINTS 


TRAIL 
W. Flowers 47; M. Fitzgerald 44; 
G, Page 41; R. Krinkle 22; D. Fisher 
(De-Plumber) 18; P. Eglington 17; 
S. Lacy, G. Brinck, P. McKeefry 15; 
R. Burgess 10; G. Hurne 9; G. Mal- 
lard 8; P. Silverwood 7; G. Procter 

yi C. Burt, M. Anderson, 
. Mitchell 5; M. Jarratt 
il 4; M. Stanford 3;. 





B TRAIL — M. Okeby; M. Stanford; 
R. Burgess; R. Tate. A TRAIL — 
R. Coulson. 
i . Turnbull; 
D. Sapwell; M. Boyle. 250 MX — 
M. Shirriffs; W. Lambess; P, Doeke; 
C. Fail. OVER 250 MX — D. Boyce; 
.K. Kilgour; R. Samuel; W. Watzel. 
14ST _LEG TRAIL — W. Flowers; 
Mi. Fitzgerald; G. Pa é 
P} Eglington; R. Krinkle; 
Jz Willis. 1ST LEG _MX — M, Shir- 
riffs; P. Boyle; M. Boyle; H. Gregory; 
W. Lambess; J, Gibbons; G. Marsh; 
T. Porter. CONSOLATION — R. 
Burling; L. Hewitt; V. Brassoll; J. Kerr 
2ND LEG MX — M. Shirriffs; P. 
Boyle; W. Lambess; H. Gregory; G. 






















MOTO-CROSS 





M. Shirriffs 24. P. Boyle 22; H. Gre- 
gory, W. Lambess'18;"T. Porter 11; 
M. Boyle 10; W. Young, G. Whit- 
taker, A. McClunie 8; J. Gibbons 7; 
G. Marsh 6; D. Sapwell, B. Clifton, 
P. Moselem 4; P. Thomas 3; K, Boyle 
2; A. Clifton, K. Kilgour 1. 










HELMETS 


NOW AVAILABLE FOR THE FIRST 
TIME IN NEW ZEALAND 


The Ultimate Helmet 
AS USED BY THE WORLD‘S TOP CAR 


AND MOTORCYCLE RACERS. 

$85 
SUPER CP 
MAGNUM 7 
$69 


AVAILABLE IN ORANGEOR WHITE 


Ri.(Road & Trail) 


AVAILABLE IN 
4 Red, White, Blue Orange. 


SUITABLE FOR CAR AND 
MOTORCYCLE RACING Ii NZ. 









Ss AVAILABLE 
SS branacon wire 










LAWTON & BOYLE LTD 


‘24-26 ADELAIDE ROAD WGTN 2 
PHONE 59-429 OR 557-060 
AFTER HOURS 634-165, 
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- Suzuki's New RL250 


Trials Chatlenger 


With trials riding gaining in popularity after every event, the 
arrival of Suzuki's new “bog-wheeler” the RL250, caused a wave of 
excitement. The first three models to come to New Zealand went to 


Coleman's Suzuki Centre in Hamilton, where trials riding is now 


experiencing a meteoric lift. 


One of the bikes was sold 
before it hit the dirt, another 
‘was stashed away in a railway 
wagon somewhere in New 
Zealand and the third was living 
acharmed life being pawed over, 
ridden, discussed and stared at 
in the Coleman's Suzuki Centre 
shop. 

Ed Boyd, jovial boss at the 
Suzuki Centre, was only too 
Pleased to give us a sneak pre- 
view of the bike. He even 
arranged a farm for us to test 
the machine on and sent his 
workshop foreman, Murray 
Selby, along to tell-us how it 
worked and give us a few riding 
tips. 

The bike has been developed 
by Suzuki in collaboration with 
Gordon Farley who left Mon- 
tesa to assist the Japanese. It 
is undoubtedly a beautifully 
engineered machine with a light- 
weight chrome molybdenum 
frame cradling the 246cc engine. 
It has ar alloy tank alloy wheel 
rims and mudguards of a flexible 
plastic material. The whole 
package is finished in metallic 
silver and red (the red is actually 
called marble Cordova orange. .) 
and looks almost too smart to 
thrash through mud holes and 
up rocky stream beds. 

‘The engine has a few inter- 
changeable bits with the TS250 
but it is really a whole new unit. 
Common to both bikes is the 
motor casing, but the RL250 
has. new’sbarrels, cylinder head 
and gearbox. Compression ratio 
Ts lowered to 6.5;1 as is the 
horsepower, down from the 
TS's 22hp to 18hp SAE at 
6000 rpm for the RL. 

Surprisingly, the RL250 is 
not fitted with an autolube 

system; fuel and oj! must be 
mixed before being poured into 
the fuel tank. As the bike is very 
light (199|bs) and can easily be 
lifted by one man a few extra 
pounds for an autolube system 
would not appear to be to the 
bike's detriment. -But we doubt 
if the hardened trialist will worry 
oer much about mixing his own 
uel. 








Shaft 


Lifting the front wheel was child’s 
play, Holding it there took more 
ill, 


The bikes to come to New 
Zealand are not street legal in 
their bare factory form. There 
is no rear or front light, nor is 
there a horn or speedometer. 
There is however, a fitting fora 
speedo. 

It appears that New Zealand 
is one of the few countries in 
the world which prefers street 
legal competition machines, pre- 
sumably because so many com- 
petitors ride their mount to the 
event and then ride it home 
again. A further fact would 
also be that many trials bikes 
nowadays are doubling as trail 
machines and to get trail riding 
you nearly always have to ride 
along a road, 

But back to the RL250. 

It retains the lines of all 
trials bikes being very slim and 
with a high (11.4 inch) ground 
clearance. The handlebars at 








first sight appeared to be set 
very high and this was later born 
out when riding the bike. Atno 
time was the normal trials stand 

position uncomfortable 


though and it was only in tight 
manouvreing that the handle- 
bars got in the way. For a trials 
man however, this is very 
important. 

The seating position, for 
travel in between sections, was 
extremely comfortable for a 
trials bike. High speed: travel 
down a farm race at 50-60mph 
exhibited surprisingly _ little 
twitchiness, even over bumpy, 
undulating ground the RL250 
Was not hard to hold on a line. 

Of course, high speed travel 
in a straight line is not what 
trials is all about. But it is 
worth noting that this bike 
handles well under these con- 
ditions and as such would cer- 
tainly double as a sophisticated 
trail bike without being too 
uncomfortable. 

Our trials section did not 
include any stream or rock work 
but consisted of a stand of pines 
in which we practised tight turns 
and a number of slopes of vary- 
ing degrees of difficulty. 

In the tight one thing’ be- 
came obvious immediately. The 
front wheel was very light — 
almost too light — and this 
coupled to a  feather-light 
throttle twist and highly re- 
















sponsive torquey engine found 
tight turns on slippery pine 
needles difficult. It could be 
done, and as we became more 
used to the bike, tight turns 
became easier but it required @ 
degree of throttle control not 
possessed by the NZMCN tester. 

The front wheel did not al- 
ways make’ the-bike turn and 
when a fraction of throttle was 
used to assist the power came 
straight in pushing the front 
wheel further away from the 
chosen line. 

Lifting the. front wheel up 
and over obstacles was almost 
laughably in its simplicity. 
Holding it in the air took a lot 
more skill. 

As mentioned earlier, the 
engine is very responsive, but it 
comes in suddenly and’ there is 
a very fine line between holding 
the wheel up on thé throttle 
and letting it drop. Even minute 
twists of the throttle grip evoke 
@ response. There is no 


‘dampening’ effect between the 
action and the result and it 
would take longer than we had 





tl > 


Everything has been thought out 
thoroughly on Suzuki's first trials 
bike.’ Note the well padded seat, 
engine protection and the indentation 
in the exhaust to house the kick 
start. Engine produces ample torque 
and will pull strongly from nil revs. 
with the bike to get used to 
this. 

The turning circle is some- 
what restricted by the lugs on 
the frame and these could effec- 
tively be cut back to achieve 
@ tighter turn. There is no 
problem with balance on the 
turn, ; 

Even unskilled riders can hold 
it. balanced and motionless 
whilst turning. The bike has no 
desire to fall in on itself and it 
could easily manage tighter turns 


SPECIFICATIONS 








than that allowed it at present. 


Placing the’ front wheel, 
because it is so light, Is easy, 
but, because it is so light the 
wheel also gets knocked out of 
line easily at slow speeds. Hill 
turns, both uphill and downhill 
were no problem and manouvre- 
ing the bike at the top. of a 
vertical four feet high climb also 
presented no difficulty. 

Our bike did have a tendency 
to stall at slow speeds and a 
couple of times the engine 
stopped whilst just beginning 
a steep downhill descent. But 
we feel this was mainly due to 
the tightness of the engine — 
the bike was absolutely brand 
new — than to a low speed 
fault. 

Suzuki, in the true manner 
of Japanese makers of motorised 
transport, have paid particular 
attention’ to the rider. The 
seating and standing position, 
as we have noted were excellent. 
So, also, was the placement of 
gear lever.and foot brake pedal. 

The foot brake was easily 
reachable (on the right hand 





side) yet at no time did it get in 
the way. . 

The gear lever was marvellous. 
It was very easy to operate — 
changing gear on the move was 
a joy — and if you wished you 
could even contemplate chang- 
ing gear in the middle of a 
section. The lever was placed 
well forward of the left footpeg 
and slightly higher. To operate 
it you had to move your left 
foot off the footpeg so it could 
not be accidentally knocked in 
or out of gear by the rider. 

It did stick out from the 
gearbox casing though and this 
could lead to trouble in some 
sections, 
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Motorcycles 
Otahuhu Ltd 


12 Queen Street, Otahuhu. Phone: 62535/61401 













Maximum horsepower: 18.0 hp/ 
6,000 rpm SAE NET. Maximum, 
Torque: 2.30 kg-m (16.6 Ib-ft)/ 
4,500 rpm; Engine type: 2-stroke, 
aluminium single cylind: 
displacement: 246cc (1 
Compression ratio: 
mission: 5-speed, _constant-mesh. 
Fuel tank capacity: 5 Itr (1.3/1.1 gal, 
US/Imp). Lubrication: Gas and 
Premixture. 

mm (a ith Overall wid: 

mm in). Overall height: 

mm (44.5 in). er as 
mm (53,0 in). 

A 20. mm 11.4 in). 

+ 4PR Trial universal 
‘008 fen unk I. 
weight: 90 kg (199 Ibs). a 
Primary kick, Ignition: PEI (Point 
fess Electronic Ignition). 
ther caer 

without ts, 
speedometer, bea 








‘Auckland’s Leading Dealer of New and Used 
Triumphs 
Also agents for: 


Suzuki Norton BSA 
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All late entries for the final rounds of the South Island 
Gold Star moto-cross championships on the testing Quarry 


Farm circuit at Halswell (near Christchurch) were rejected 
by the Tai Tapu club in a controversial move aimed at 
improving the administration of meetings. 


Among those who were re- 
fused starts after failing to get 
their entries in on time were the 

* South Island's leading scorer at 
the North-South moto-cross, 19- 
year-old Ross Horsburgh, and 
former 250 Gold Star champion 
Robin Boyce. . Boyce arrived 
down from Blenheim on the 
morning of the meeting without 
having made an entry. 

When he was turned down, 
his brother, Des, who had 
entered for the 500 class, re- 
fused to start as a protest. 


69 points clear of his nearest 
challenger, Gary Norris (360 
Yamaha). 

Norris had no hope of catch- 
ing Happer even before the 
meeting but he spoiled his 
chances of narrowing the gap 
with a spectacular crash in the 
first heat, He was leading the 
race on the fourth lap when he 
took a bad line over a steep 
drop into a gully. He lost 
control, flew through the air for 
some 20ft and crashed in a 


Unlucky Dunedin racer Gary Goodfellow ( 


Both returned to Blenheim be- 
fore the meeting got-under way. 

However, the club's decision 
to refuse late entries was widely 
applauded. The hope was ex- 
Pressed by many experienced 
tiders and officials that other 
clubs would take similar action. 
Such action would make it pos- 
sible for printed programmes to 
be reintroduced, 

The Auto Cycle Union ste- 
ward (Mr Ray Shearman) also 
made it clear that there was to 
be a tightening up in the inter- 
pretation of regulations. |m- 
mediately before racing started, 
he warned that riders straying 
Off the course would be dis- 
Qualified if they did not return 
and ride around missed marker 
Pegs. He also announced that 
the rule governing looking be- 
hind would be strictly enforced. 

The riders took notice and 
there were no disqualifications. 
For the first time for many 
Years, no liberties were taken 
with the course, 

And _ in spite of all this, the 
meeting was the best held in 
Canterbury for many a long day. 
Competition was keen in all 
three classes and, there was some 
Spirited and often spectacular 
facing. 

The top rider In the 500 
class. on the day was Robin 
Happer (400 CZ). He scored 
‘two fine wins and a second to 
score 25 points and bring his 
grand total for the series to an 
impressive 144, This left him 

"the outright winner of the 
South Island title — a massive 


boat and ended up losing a footrest, puncturing his rear tyro and, finally, 
crashing In the middle of a high-speed climb, 


He was badly shaken but 
otherwise all right. He struggled 
round in the second heat to 
score three points and assure 
himself of second placing over- 
all in the championship ahead 
of John Penny (400 Maico). 

Penny was in great form on 
the day but several small mis- 
takes stopped him topping the 
scoring. He led the first heat 
for two laps before a minor 
spill dropped him back to fourth, 
He recovered well to finish 
second to Happer. 

In the second heat, he led 
from start to finish in one of 
the most impressive perform- 
ances of the day. This time, 
Happer was second with ex- 
perienced former New Zealand 
champion Alistair Sabiston com- 
ing in. third on a 400 Suzuki. 
Normally a four-stroke rider, 
known for his ability at building 
specials, Sabiston rode the two- 
stroke to win a bet against a 
fellow rider. 

In the third heat, he finished 
second behind Happer to be the 
third highest scorer on the day. 

The three races in the 250 
class were all interesting affairs. 
Dunedin rider Gary Goodfellow 
(Honda) won the first heat 
comfortably enough with series 
leader Larry Ross (Honda) 
second, Butin the second event, 
matters took a dramatic turn. 

Goodfellow led for the first 
six of the eight laps. And then 
his footrest fell off. Then, to 
make matters even worse, his 
rear tyre started losing air, He 
struggled gamely on but could 





no longer hold Ross, who swept 
by to win. Goodfellow was 
second with speedway rider 
Gavin Rhodes (Suzuki) third, 

In the final heat, Ross led 
from start to finish to top the 
scoring for the day and boost 
his series points to 130. 

Goodfellow was right on 
Ross's tail at the start but the 
first time up a high-speed climb 
he crashed spectacularly. His 
front wheel dug in and he was 
flung like a rag doll over the 
handlebars. . He took no further 
part in the race but after treat- 
ment was able to walk away. 


That left Rangiora’s Gary 
Reid (Honda) to carry off 
second place points for the day. 

The stars of the 125 races 
were series leader Graham 
Sword (Suzuki) and fellow 
Christchurch rider Andy Sintes 
(Honda). Sword was the fastest 
around the course but dreadful 
starts in all three races cost 
him the chance of topping the 
scoring. His only win came in 


(each race 8 laps) — 
First heat: G.W. Sword, Suzuki 1; 
J. Hanning Honda 2; A. Sintes Honda 








heat: Sintes 1, Sword 2, Hanning 3, 
R. Menary 4, G. Brown Suzuki 6, 
Third host: Sintes 1, Sword 2, R. 
Monary 3, Hanning 4, J. Menary 5. 
Meeting points: Sintes 24, Sword 
23, Hanning 18, R. Menary 15, J. 
Menary 12. Final series points: 
Sword 88, B. Ainsworth 53, Sintes 
41, R. Menary 30, Hanning 28, 

250 class — First hoat: G. Good- 
fellow (Dunedin) Honda 1; L. Ross 
Honda 2; A.G. Reid Rangiora)) Honda 
3; A. Hyde, Suzuki 4; G. Rhodes 
Suzuki 5. Second heat: Ross 1, 
Goodfellow 2, Rhodes 3, Reld 4, 
Hyde 5. Third hoat: Ross 1, Reid 
2, Rhodes 3, Hyde 4, A. McLaughlan 
Honda 5. Meeting points: Ross 25, 





the first race but it was the 
result of some very sensible 
riding. As far down as ninth 
at the end of the opening lap, 
Sword gradually picked off those 
ahead of him and finally hit 
the front with three laps still to 
go. 

He went on to win from John 
Hanning (Honda) and Sintes. 

In the remaining two races, 
Sintes was outstanding. He was 
so far in front that he was able 
to perform a number of induced 
wheelies for the benefit of the 
spectators without risking his 
lead, Sword came through from 
bad starts in both to finish 
runnerup. 


Sword, the new 125 South 
Island champion by a margin of 
35 points, announced afterwards 
that he had raced for the last 
time in this class. He has a new 
Montesa which he will use in 
the 250 class in future. 


Christchurch’s Larry Ross speeds 
down a sharp incline on his way to 
overall victory in the South Island 
250cc championship series. 


Reid 18, Rhodes 16, Goodfellow 
16, Hude 14. Final series points: 
Ross 130, Goodfellow 87, P, Doocke 
83, R. Horsburgh 72, G.J. Staple- 
ton 30. 

500 class — First heat: R. Happor 

400 CZ 1; J. Penny 400 Malco 2; 
A. Bolwell 360 Husqvarna 3; A, 
Sabiston 400 Suzuki 4; K. Kilgour 
(Blenheim) 360 Yamaha 5. Second 
heat: Ponny 1, Happer 2, Sabiston 3, 
Bolwell 4, Kilgour 5. Third heat: 
Happer 1, Sabiston 2, Penny 3, 
Bolwoll 4, Kilgour 5. 
Bolwoll 4, Kilgour 5. Meeting’polnts: 
Happer 25, Penny 22, Sabiston 18, 
Bolwoll 16, Kilgour 12. Final points: 
Happer 144, G. Norris 75, Penny 68, 
Sabiston 61, D. Boyce 42. 

Invitation race (5 laps) — Penny 
400 Maico 1; Ross 250 Honda 2; 
Goodfellow 125 Honda 3; Rhodes 
250 Honda 4; Hanning 125 Honda 6. 
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by Roy Long 





It takes a brave organ- 
isation to break in on a 
well catered for market 
4 with a completely new, 
{ little known machine. 
{ W.J. Hall Ltd., of Hamil- 
t ton, are attempting to do 
} so with the “WSK” range 
re of motor-cycles .manufac- 
tured in Poland. 

On visiting their workshops 
and: assembly area NZMCN was 
delighted to find that this is 
Not just ‘another Mickey Mouse 
outfit trying to cash in on the 
bike boom, but a well esta- 
blished firm of importers and 
wholesalers who have a small 
team of experienced and en- 
thusiastic motor-cyclists respon- 
sible for seeing the WSK line 
through it’s infancy and into 
full scale sales. 

It is vital to a purchaser to 

have this back-up. The Polish 
factory is eager to trade with 
New: Zealand and has a very 
interesting range of sports ma- 
chines available for export, 
including trials and moto-cross 
bikes. It is interesting to note 
{ that WSK fielded three 250 
$ machines in the 1973 ISDT, 
‘ winning two gold medals — a fine 
: effort on its first attempt. 
: But all this was a far cry 
from the machine on test. The 
NZMCN tester was given a 175. 
cc “Sports Tourer’ for as long 
asihe wanted. 





Functional 
sedi ante ere 


‘become accus- 


tomed with the Japanese bikes’ ~ 





The bike feels as if it's a part of 

you — the motor's running like 

A a dream — lean into the curve. Great, 
here's a straight, 

z Spark plugs? You wouldn't give 
them a thotight — but they're 
there — working flat-out. Tough AC 

- Spark Plugs can take it. 













A BIRR OBES 2 
and could be considered by 
some to be outdated. The 


“continental'’ appearance is 
accented by a humped tank and 
prominent, upswept exhaust 
system. The WSK’'s_ stark, 
functional appearance was en- 
hanced by the really excellent 
finish of the whole machine. 
Welds, chrome, paintwork and 
castings were really tops — far 
batter than one would expect on 
an economy priced machine of 
this nature. The whole machine 
had an air of rugged durability 
and gave the impression that it 
should last for years, but this 
of course has yet to be proven, 


The WSK feels much larger 
thania 175) whenysitting aboard; 
More like a 250 or 350 and! the 
rider is immediately annoyed by 


Do eee : 
Tough AC Spark Plugs keep a bike going 





WSK-175 ARug 
Roadster From 
The'lron Curtain 


of chrome plating, 


SPECIFICATIONS 
173.4cc 2 stroke 61mm bore x 59.5mm stroke 
Pre-Mix 
9:1 
14 bhp at 5800 rpm 
245 Ib 
62 mph 
75 mpg 
2.9 Imp Gal. 
52 inches 
3.00 x 19 
3.50x 18 
$725 
6 months/6000 miles 


Engine: 
Lubrication: 
Compression ratio: 
Claimed Power output: 
Dry weight: 
Max Speed: 
Average Fuel Consumption: 
Fuel Tank Capacity: 
Wheel Base: 
Tyres: Front 
Rear 
Price: 
Warranty: 


Handlebar and contro! layouts 
are Well placed and easy. to Use, 

Speedometer, and ignition 
switch’ layout js reminiscent of 
a couple of chrome plated jam 


the obtrusive right hand exhaust, 
Which prevents one from tuck- 
‘ings his egy in, against, the bike, 
The seat is superbly comfortable 
and very roomy, even two up. 


when the pressure’s really on 


bike, 


keeps you go! 
when the going’s tough 


AC Spark Plugs are built tough, — 
tough to take hours of motoring 
t at peak revs in all conditions. 
And a well tuned bike with the 
right kind of spark plugs can 
help save fuel too. So fit AC — there 
are AC Spark Plugs to suit every 


Parts and Accessories Division of General Motors New Zealand Limited, 


waise 


ind | 


tins and could well do with a 
styling improvement. The 
quickly detachable saddle pulls 
away to reveal the most com- 
prehensive tool kit |'have seen 
provided with any motor- 
cycle and includes a full size 
tyre pumpand tyre levers. After 
removing the seat, side panels 
*can then be removed to reveal 
the air filter on the right and 
2 x 6 volt batteries on the left. 
These are not really ‘as acces- 
sible as they should be, but 
can be reached without the use 
of any tools, 


Loud exhaust 

The WSK starts easily enough 
if the procedure laid down in 
the handbook is followed close- 
ly, but starting from cold was 
seldom a first kick affair — more 
like three or four. When warm 
it was first kick every time. 
Exhaust noise is much too loud 
and the motor has a busy me- 
chanical whirr to it. A fiddle 
with the horn button revealed 
that the horn was no better than 
the junk fitted to most Japan- 
ese bikes. The lights are 
excellent. 

On the road the WSK was 
impressive. * Handling is pro- 
bably its strongest point. It 
was ‘safe and predictable and 
caused no anxious moments 
throughout the test. Frame and 
suspension units all seemed rug- 





ged, worked well together and 
everything asked of them. The 
motor pulled strongly and clean- 
ly, but lacked, slig} 
end grunt. It worl 
kept on the boil. 

Gear ratios in the 4-speed 
box are well spaced, but overall 
gearing is far too high right 
through and | would recommend 
to any purchaser that the rear 
wheel sprocket be replaced with 
one about 10% larger. 

The brakes are excellent. The 
gearchange mechanicsm (left side 
down -for low) has a really 
smooth fee] — and one soon gets 
used to the slightly longer than 
usual lever throw. 

The speedometer was pessi 
mistic — an indicated 40 mph 
was nearer to a true 45-47 mph. 
The WSK felt as if it would 
cruise at 50 mph all day. 


10M... 
jest when. 


High quality 
To summarise, this is a really 
tugged, sporty. little 175cc 


roadster that could very well 
find great favour with the ever 
increasing number of commuting 
motor-cyclists, Retailing at 
$725, the price is extremely 
competitive, especially when one 
considers that the general quality 
appears every bit as good as all 
but the most exotic machines 
now available. Spare parts are 
readily available — a large ship- 
ment was delivered with the 
first batch of machines. 

The Polish WSK factory, 
which incidentally also manu- 
factures @ircraft, has built a 
Prototype 175cc farm bike 
which will be in New Zealand 
about the end of May for eval- 
uation and further development 
and should be on the market in 
the very near future. 

While the 175 WSK Sports 
Tourer still has scope for im- 
Provement, it is a good little 
bike and | look forward to seeing 
More of this make in the very 
Near future, in varying and more 
Sophisticated forms, 

Oh yes, you were wondering 
what WSK reprosents, Try pro- 
nouncing Wytwornia Sprzetu 
Komunikacyjnego, 











The offers seem to be comin: 


have just had one from Harry 


operating the tiny but spectacu 


California. He wants me over there for four meetings early in 


‘August. 

And for once, | haven't 
turned the invitation down 
flat. At least, | am giving it 
some consideration. | 
wouldn't mind going to 
America for a fortnight to see 
all my old friends. And that 
tiny track would certainly be a 
real challenge. 

Ten thousand fans packed 
into Costa Meca for its 
opening meeting of the 1974 
season. Then three riders 
locked together and demol- 
ished the starting gate. There 
was a delay while repairs 
Were being made so two 
spectators decided to enter- 
tain the crowd. 

They stripped off and did a 
streak around the track. But it 
didn't stop there. By the end 
of the meeting, seven 
Streakers had been counted. 
Seventeen-year-old Bruce Pen 






-hall won the first division 
handicap event and Wild Bill 
Cody the first division scratch 
event. Both wins were worth 
more than $1,000 each. That 
is the sort of prize money | 
wouldn't mind a piece of. 


NEW MOTOR 

The Weslake four-valve 

engine | promised to tell you 

. abauijacks vant Promsing. tt 
an Esso frame and at an 
estimated cost of less than 
$800 and with a five per cent 
power increase over the Esso 
there should be a few riders 
changing over. 

The first motor should be 
on the test bench this month. 
Tests on an Esso Head give a 
mean air flow through the 
single inlet valve of 85 cubic 
feet a minute. On the 
Weslake head, with its two 
eta ees) the flow is 90 


But why four valves? The 
answer is more power but, 
most important , a — wider 
spread of real-torque. The 
extra power comes from 
several sources. Firstly, the 
inlet valve area is greater, and 
the gas speed higher, — 400 
ft/sec in the ports, 300 
through the valve throat — 
which gives better breathing. 

With the two gas streams 
converging, it,gives a better 
turbulence, and the combust- 
jon chamber can be made 
more Om pact, with the plug 
right in the middle for the 
shortest flame travel. The 
result of getting more gas 
into the cylinder and burning 
it more efficiently gives a 
better BMEP (brake mean 
effective pressure), This is 
the average pressure on the 
piston crown. 

With methanol fuel, and a 
low compression for speed- 
way of 12 to 1, they calculate 


their engine to have a 
potential MEP of 230 psi. 
he engine will safely rev to 


8500, but peak power will be 
at 6500rpm. The crankcase Is 
fighter than an Esso, but 
stiffer in the neck, and the 
four bolts securing the head 
take the load right through to 
the main bearings. The main 
bearings are cage roller type, 
as Is the big end bearing. The 
con rod will be alloy. 

The piston has a full skirt 
with a flat crown and valve 


clearance fecesdes} i ont) 
compression fing and on 
oll scraper. 85.67 by 85,83 


mm makes the motor as good 
as square as you can get, and 


On Speedway 





ig from everywhere these days. | 
Oxley, one of the promoters 
lar 180-yard Costa Mesa track in 





gives a capacity of 494.78cc, 
The liner may be bored 0.005 
in oversize three times 
without exceeding the 500cc 
limit. Swept volume after the 
third bore is 499.64cc. 

The cylinder head is made 
of high-duty Y-alloy, and is 
only two thirds the weight of 
the Esso head. The two inlet 
ports converge into one in the 
carby adaptor, separated by a 
knife edge. One 36mm Amal 
or Gardener. carby will be 
used. 

Exhaust ports converge 
within the head for a single 
outlet of 1 3/4 bore. Inlet 
valves will be of Chrome- 
Nickel-Silicon Steel of 1 1/4 
Dia. and Ex valves _ of 
Austentic Steel 1 1/8 Dia. 
Ignition will be  Boyer- 
Bransden battery powered 
electronic ignition. 


ae: ah: 


HE REALLY DID IT 

In last month's Moore on 
Speedway column Ronnie men- 
tioned that Bert Harkins had 
been married in England. Above 
is a photograph of the wedding 
with Bert and his bride Edith 
surrounded by a couple of well 
known New Zealand speedway 
riders and their wives. From 
left is Barry Briggs and wife 
June, Bert and Edith and Raye 
and Ivan Mauger. 


BIG PLANS 

Australia has made big 
plans for the coming season. 
Firstly, there is to be another 
tour by the British Lions, not 
the long drawn out tour of old 
but a short tour starting in 
Sydney on 11 October and 
finishing ‘in Perth on 8 
November. The boys can then 
be home in time for 


~ asphalt the existin, 





his track which will lift the 
spectator capacity to 50,000. 
During the winter he plans to 
track for 
his cars, and building a 400 
metre track inside the old 
track, which is "D" shaped, 
for the bikes. 

This summer, the Sydne 
Royale Speedway is to switcl 
to Friday night racing, and 
Liverpool, which is only 30KI. 
away will run Saturday 
nights. 


TOP DOG 

The man of the moment in 
England is Aussie Phil 
Crump. Phil, who was .top 
dog in the second division 
last year and is now riding for 
first division Newport, really 
hit the headline recently when 
he beat Ivan Mauger three 
times from the back round 
Newport, mainly by putting 
his wheels against the fence 
and riding flat chat. He 
scored well in his first two 
World Championship rounds 
and then failed to show for 
his last one through illness, 
was wangled into the final 
round at Swindon as. reserve 
and finished up qualifying by 
taking Malcolm Brown, who 
had. to with-draw because .of 
injuries. 

A few days later he teamed 
up with fellow Aussie John 
Boulger and won the 
semi-final of the Worlds Best 
Pairs Championship in Ger- 
many. lvan Mauger and Barry 
Briggs were second and 
qualify for the final. 


INTERNATIONALE 

Peter Collins and John 
Louis fought a running battle 
to see who was going to be 
the first Englishman to win 
the Internationale since 1969. 
Collins came out on top, but 
for a tape exclusion Louis 





would surely have won. Ivan 
Mauger had a fall, in first ride 


and was unplaced in his 
second, After that, he retired 
from the meeting. 


LONG TRACK 

Ivan and Barry both 
qualified for the semi-finals 
of the World 1000°metre long 
track championship at Gornja 
Radgona, Yugoslavia. Ivan 
won the meeting with 22 
points and Barry got 18th. 
The semi-final is to take place 
at Marianske-Lazne, Czecho- 
slovakia. 


SEMI-FINALS 

It was those two English- 
men Louis and Collins, again 
in the first British semi-final 
of the World Championship at 
Leicester. 

Louis won the meeting with 
14 points and Collins 13 
points, just to make it a clean 









In this column, 


month. 


Christmas. 

The Polish team will then 
start their tour In Perth on 6 
December which will involve 
14 meetings, finishing in New 
castle on 19 January and then 
moving on to New Zealand. 
Slotted in between these two 
tours is the Ivan Mauger 
Barry Briggs troupe, with a 10 
meeting tour starting in Perth 
on Dec. 26th. and finishing In 
Brisbane on Jan. 19. 

Frank Oliverie, promoter of 
Liverpool Speedway is to 
apply to the F.I.M. to stage 
the 1978 World Final. Frank Is 
planning a $350,000 facelift to 


former 
champion and multiple New Zealand title-winner RONNIE 
MOORE keeps NZMCN readers in touch with events at 
home and abroad. Don’t miss what he has to say every 


double world speedway 






sweep for England, Reg 
Wilson of Sheffield was third 
with 13 points: 

But the big surprise was 
Ivan Mauger and Barry Briggs 
struggling for points. Ivan 
started with a second and 
then a last, but a win and two 
seconds saw him scrape 
through. Barry started with a 
second, a win and then a 
third, six points from three 
rides with two to go is quite 
ok, you usually need about 
nine points from these 
meetings to qualify for the 
next round, but when in his 
next ride he got excluded 










after getting tangled up with 
another rider, the pressure 
was really on; and he had to 
win his last ride from Ivan to 
qualify for the top eight. 

Top eight scorers: J. Louis 


England) 14. P, Collins 
{england 13. Reg Wilson 
(England) 12. B. Valentine 





(Australia) 10. |. Mauger and 
B. Briggs (N.Z:) 9. M. Ashby 
(England) 9. .B. Saunders 
aberralle} 9. 

Originally rained off. the 
World Championship seml- 
final at Sheffield was held the 
following week, David Jessup 
put in five faultless rides to 
win. Big surprise of the 
meeting was Aussie Phil 
Crump, who could only 
.Manage three points and 
failed to qualify for the 
British final. New Zealander 
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$1246 
“$684 

$580 
$2195 


$416 
$228 
$194 
$732 


Honda CB360 
Honda CB125 
Honda CB100 
Norton 850cc 


MANUREWA MOTORCYCLES LTD 


THE RIDER AGENTS FOR ‘ 
) Honda Yamaha ‘Triumph-Kawasaki 


Full Range of New Machines on Display incl. 
the Fabulous Yamaha Trail \ 
HONDA MT 250 ELSINORE and MT 125 YAMAHA TX 500 
TRIUMPH TRIDENT DISC 750 — 
Also Good Range Top Quality Low Mileage Machines in Stock 


288 GREAT SOUTH ROAD, MANUREWA. 





Bruce Cribb could only 
manager one point, so our 
hopes now rest with Ivan and 
Barry to carry on through the 
rest of the rounds and make 
he final. 

! The scorers: D. Jessup 15, 
Ray Wilson 13, J. McMillian 
12, M. _ Simmons Ww, J. 
Boulger 10, T- Betts 10, E. 
Boocock Be a B. 
homas 8, N. 8o0ococ! 

q four riders on eight 


with 

points and only two places 
vacant, the referee seeded 
Eric Boocock and Bobby 


Beaton through to Coventry 
because of their higher 
placings on the night, but the 
next day the British Sub- 
Committee of the World 
Championship, over-ruled his 
decision, and ‘the four riders 


Continued on page 23 





A ‘BETTER BIKE’ 





















PHONE 63-830 
After hours 64-277 


lz 


Pet 


New Machines at 


WESTON-WEBB 


MOTORCYCLES 
itd 


L.M.V.O. 


Yamaha TX650 
Yamaha TX500 
Yamaha RD350 
Yamaha RD250 


$1730 
$1689 
$1150 
$1050 


Plus 40 Used Machines to Choose From 
AT STATION RD OTAHUHU. PH: OH 64959 
SERVICING TO ALL MAKES & MODELS 


OPEN SAT. MORNING 























in the Bay of Plenty 


‘CYCLES 


the motorcycle trade. 


YAMAHA 
ROTORUA MOTOR 


A full range of machines always in stock. Backed up by 
complete stocks and after sales service. 

For all your requirement call in and talk to John Ander- 
son and have the benefit of his 22 years experience in 


AMOHAU STREET ROTORUA 


@| 


LTD. 
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GEMINI 
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MOTORCYCLE 


(A DIVISION OF LAWNMOWER SERVICES) 


STRONG 


Gemini 
mini 
Little bikes 
with big ideas 


AT 
CENTRE 


A NEW SPORTY BIKE FROM GEMINI. STRONG, 
NEWLY DESIGNED FRAME. 


HYDRAULIC FRONT FORKS. 


ONE 


82 Victoria Street, Lower Hutt. Phone: 61487/61328 








= 














Paul Owen's 


sports 





MOORE OFF TO AMERICA? 


New Zealand Motor-cycle News columnist, former double 
world speedway champion Ronnie Moore, has received an 
invitation to race In four meetings in America during the early 
art of August. He has not yet accepted the invitation but he 
Ras a Sead to negotiate. Most of the meetings will be on the 











NZRAF alrcraftsman John Wood- 
ley (T2360) gavo a spectacular 
domonstration of low flying during 
the Auckland club’s end of season 
meeting at Pukekohe — and Invited 
production star Eric Bono (750 
Kawasaki) to join in. A cameraman 
was right thera to capture the action. 

In tho top picture, Woodley is 
skating across the track as Bone 
arrives on the scene. The second 
picture shows Bone taking to the 
outfield but still on collision course 
with Woodley’s Yamaha. Thoro was 
‘one alternative — 2 sharp left-hand 
turn. The result of this is shown In 








Any {80-yard Costa Mesa track In California. 


Iding on this will be a new 
experience for Moore and he 
is interested in trying his 
hand at it. He has already 
arranged to borrow the 
machine which fellow New 
Zealander Ivan Mauger leaves 
permanently In America, “The 

earing required is_outland- 
ish", said Moore. "The bikes 
all have huge sprockets. 
\van's bike is already set up 
for the track so that makes 


WYLIE CRASHES 


National 500 champion 
and Marlboro series win- 
ner, Dale Wylie (TZ750), 
crashed spectacularly dur- 
ing the recent 120-mile 
American championship 
round at Atlanta when a 
slower rider fell in his 
path. Dale escaped with 
extensive bruising but the 
frame of his bike was bent. 

At the time of the crash, 
he was dicing with English 
Suzuki works rider Paul 
Smart in ninth place. And 
what hurt him more than 
the bruising was that that 
if he had continued to the 
finish -- just three laps 
away -- he would have won 
$1,000. 

After qualifying a com- 
fotable seventh/in his heat, 
Wylie soon became the 
talking polnt of the 
meeting. In America, the 
number of a rider repre- 
sents his seeding on the 


things a lot easler for me". 


Moore and five other 


Christchurch riders recently 
gave Nelson its first taste of 
motor-cycle speedway racing 
on the stock car track there. 


The fastest a stock car ever 


got around was 19 sec. Moore 
cut this down to 16.6 sec 
while making up a 100 yd 
start he had given the rest of 
the field in the final race. 


with a number greater than 
400 even reaches a final. 


PERRY’S RECORD 


During the race, Wylie 
equalled or bettered the 
old lap record (held by the 
late Geoff Perry) on every 
lap. But, of course, the 
leaders were going even 
faster. The race was won 
by Kenny Roberts from 
Gene Romero and Gary 
Nixon. 

This month, Wylie hopes 
to travel to Canada for the 
Canadian granc prix. 
Former New Zealand 250 
champion Mike Sinclair 
has now abandoned ideas 
of racing and is concen- 
trating on looking after 
Wylie’s TZ750 racer. 


FRENCH RIDERS COMING 
There is a possibility of see- 

ing two French speaking motor 

cycle riders from New Caledonia 





national scene. Wylie’s here in'September. The riders 
number was 687 and are moto cross and _ trials 
spectators couldn’t believe exponents. 

their eyes when they saw Just back from New Cale- 
him battling with the donia is Palmerston North 
single-figure racers. It is a Motor cycle dealer and com- 
rare occasion when anyone petitor Tim Gibbes and he 


the bottom picture. 
Remarkably, Bone was unhurt 
withdrawing his mud en- 
crusted front whool from tho bai 
went on to take third place in t 
re-run. Woodley was taken to hos- 
pital for observation but was back 
in action at Bay Park the following 
weekend. 


AUCKLAND INOTOR 
CVCLES LTD. 


SECOND HAND SPARES SPECIALISTS TEL: 


SALES—SERVICE—HIRE PI 
TRADE-INS—WRECKING ASHASE 
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Superthirts 


SUITABLE M/C DEALERS - C! - 
PROMOTIONS ETC. aie 


Fo Write for Details — 
ees P.O. Box 37099 
Stokes Valley 
LOWER HUTT 
PH. S.V. 7476 






Ducati 750 Sport Ducati 750 GT 








150 PONSONBY ROAD, AUCKLAND 


FORBES & DAVIES 






TRADE SUPPLIED 


No1DEALER fo GENEROUS DISCOUNT 
; SAME DAY SERVICE 


HONDA SPARES ME DAY 


BEACH RD Aucktand PH: 379-033 
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or low B grade New Zealand 





‘prought the news that the two 
fiders are interested in coming 
to New Zealand. He also said 
an exchange deal may be 
w ed Out whereby two New 
Zealand riders go to New Cale- 
donia whilst the New Caledon- 
ns are over here. 
The name of the trials rider 
js Gerard Baurdinat. He is the 
local Bultaco importer: The 
“moto cross rider is just known 
as Mimi. 
Tim Gibbes, who was over in 
‘New Caledonia conducting a 
“trials and moto cross school for 
‘the Moto Club du Noumea, said 
Mimi would be equal to a top C 





moto crosser. Gerard Baurdinat 
would be in a class to feature 
half way down a New Zealand 
championship field. 


LEOPARD-VENUE 
Sorting out a venue for the 
$1000 Leopard Breweries moto 
‘cross on July 14 is proving to be 
‘a bit of a headache for the 
Hamilton Motorcycle Club. They 
are well aware that nothing but 
- a first class circuit will suffice 
and at the moment are hopeful 
for the use of a large area of 
land behind the Te Rapa race 
course. If approval is not forth- 
coming for the use of this venue 
_ the event will probably be held 
"at Gordonton a farm area about 
= 12miles from Hamilton. Which- 
~ ever venue is actually used will 
| be well publicised, Entries are 
— coming. in well, including a 
number from South Island 
riders. The heat elimination 
system to be used will ensure 
that all riders get at least two 
attempts at the prize money. 


_ MX MUFFLERS 
Mufflers for Moto-cross ma- 
chines is becoming a very 


_ topical subject these days. Latest 
addition to the growing list of 
clubs requiring “mufflers to be 
worn" at their events is the 
Hamilton Motor-cycle Club. 

~ \pSR hey sw) berinsiauingron=muf- 

~"“flers at all events from August 





_GLASSIF 


q For Sale: 


gearbox and dry clutch. 
) Handles well and extremely quick. 
_ Be on a winner for only $2,300 
"_tash or $800 dep. 


Bultaco Sherpa Trials 250cc 1967 
+ one owner. Really immaculate $599. 


» Suzuki TM400K, our own machine 
maintained regardless of cost, Littron 
' atc. a real tidy example. $1099 or 
$367 dep. 


Montesa 125 Coda Trial. Only 
travelled 80 demonstration miles, as 
new, the best 125 Triats bike on the 
market $999 or $333 dep. 


Husqvarna 400cc, 5-speed, reed valve, 
Littron etc, Latest model, virtually 
mew. $1349 or $450 dep. 


‘Oma Trials, late 1972, good example 
well kept, ex-Malcolm McGibbon, 
$1099 or 1/3rd deposit. 


Suzuki 1973 TR500, 250 frame, 
6 port barrels, Krober ignition, c/r 
box, discs front and rear, mag. 
F eens se $2499 or $833 


1972 Suzuki TR5O0, ex-Colemans, 
‘one of the originals, Steve Roberts 
frame, carianis, magneto etc. $1950 
‘or $650 dep, 


1972 Suzuki TA500, modified frame, 

See eter ishkesoars 
alloy “ri 

Quid B grade machine,” Reliable 

hae to soll $1099 or $367 


We will tke trade-ins and terms. 
Write to Stu Avant now for further 
details, 


All can be obtained from Tommy's 


Suzuki Centre, L.M.V.0, 85 Moore- 
hous Ave, Christchurch Ph:30066. 


1, 1974, onwards. 


NEW OSSAS 

_ First shipment of the latest 
trials OSSA’s are due for delivery 
in New Zealand very shortly. 
These machines, as well as re- 
ceiving a cosmetic face lift, 
incorporate a host of- minor 
detail changes, many of them 
being recommendations made by 
Mick Andrews before his de- 
Parture to the Yamaha camp. 
Price has Not yet been advised 
but it is expected to be slightly 


What would be more likely 
to happen however, would be 
for the gearbox casing to absorb 
any battering before the gear 
lever. On both sides of the bike 
the casing sticks out virtually 
Unprotected and an extension 
of the engine bash plate to 
save damage to the casing could 
well be contemplated by serious 
trialists. 

Footpegs are something 
which receive little attention in 
reports generally. Those fitted 
to the RL250 are definitely 
worth a mention. They are 
serrated metal and are so 
“sticky’. you can’t push your 
foot.off them sideways. How it 
is that they differ from others 
we are not sure but it is unlikely 
that you will ever lose control 
of the bike through a foot 
slipping off the pegs. 

The kick start is a cracker, 
although the right foot peg does 
get in the way. It’s primary 
kick. start, an absolute boon to 
trialists, and when not in use 
tucks well out of harms way 
into a small _ indentation 
machined into the exhaust. If 
you're really smart and stall 
in a section you could almost 
kick the engine into life before 
you fall off, the operation is so 
easy and quick. 

Suspension travel on the front 
forks Is 7.1 inches and the rear 

-»five. sway). adjustable, double 
action= coll springs. dampen 
things down. nf 








FOR SALE: 

Lewis leather racing boots, navy 
blue size 6%, $35.00, good condition 
tector plates, J.W. Joo, 16 May St. 
Mt Maunganui, Ph: 54822. 


FOR SALE: 

Cheapest TR2 in New Zealand. 
$1400. Ring Graeme. Maramarua 
813 business hours. 


FOR SALE: i 
1974 Yamaha DT 250ce Trail bike. 
2000 miles, $1,000 ONO, Phone: 
685-989 Auckland. 

FOR SALE: 

Alan Collison offers for sale his 
400ce CZ just rebored, first class 
condition, any inspection invited, 
still a highly competitive machine. 
$1000.00 many spares included. 
Also Alan offers for sale the Win- 
ningest Production machine in the 
country, the 750 Kawasaki, owned 
by Laurie Summers Ltd, prepared 
and ridden by Alan. In top con- 
dition, recently rebored, last 
result, 1st place NZ Open Pro- 
duction TT, Bay Park. Make an 
offer. Phone 85-550 Tauranga. 


FOR SALE: 

Road racing sidecar No. 74. New 
motor two races ago — $400 No 
offers. Write 29 Karaka St. 
Castlecliff Wanganul. Ph: 35-183 
Williamson. 


FOR SALE: 

1968 Husqvarna 250 Moto-cross, 
good condition, spare parts etc. plus 
300 x 21 front tyre. All recondition- 
ed. $700, Phone 81113 or write 
S. Timmings, 6 Glen Street, Timaru, 


FOR SALE: 

1973 FR250M fantastic condition 
no expense spared or maintenance, 
cannot be faulted $995. John Dale 
Ltd, 78466, A.H. Phil Laird Ph: » 
TGN 6258 L.M.V.0. 


~~ enough it 


higher than previous models. 
BIKE DRAG 


Negotiations are under way 
between the Pukekohe Hot Rod 


* Club and the Hamilton Motor- 


cycle Club to conduct a ‘‘Motor- 
cycles only ‘‘drag event on the 
Meremere dragstrip. 

Organisers are wondering just 
how much interest this type of 
event would create and the Ham- 
ilton Club would be pleased to 
hear from interested riders. Date 
is tentatively set for January. 


["continued/frompoge'18), 1 a a ar 
romipage 18 All the items likely to cause 


trouble in the wet are sighted 
high on the bike. The air 
cleaner is fitted under the seat 
and to get at it you have to 
take the seat Off. 

On the electrical side Suzuki 
have fitted Pointless Electronic 
Ignition (PEI). This is also fitted 
on all the Suzuki trail bikes 
from the 185 up. Suzuki seem 
to have perfected this ignition 
system as Murray Selby told us 
that they‘ve never had one gone 
wrong yet and they really do 
have low maintenance as well 
as assisting to keep plugs from 
fouling. P 


Tyres are 
front and rear. 


trials universal 


We had no opportunity to 
test the waterproofing of the 
brakes. In the dry they did 
all that was required of them, 
even hard pulls on the front 
brake did not produce locking. 
The rear brake was a little 
touchier and this could have 
accounted in some measure for 
the engine stalling. 


Overall, Suzuki's entry into 
the trials field has been done 
with typical Japanese thorough- 
ness. They have produced a very 
attractive bike that in the hands 
of the right person will be com- 
petitive in trials in this country. 
It does everything a trials bike 
should do and with a competent 
‘rider ‘aboard! — ‘and if we ‘get 

iho New Zealan 
soon be figuring in the results, 


FOR SALE: 


Graeme Crosby’s Suzuki 250, Ex- 


callent condition, handles well, raced 
only twice. Fully propared. $850. 
Contact Graeme Crosby, at Shaft 
Motorcycles Ltd, 12 Queen St., 
Otahuhu. Ph: 27.62-535. 











FOR SALE: 

Yamaha RD250, 1973, 11400 kms 
Owned by Motorcycle Nows since 
new and regularly serviced by Whites 
in Wellington. This bike is in 
absolutely top condition $900... . 
Yamaha LT 100 trail, 1973, 1400 
miles. The best handling 100cc trail 
bike we've come across $450. 


Phone 50538 Wellington or 769162H.. 


David Hall or write NZMCN P.O. 
Box 883 Wellington. 


Wanted: 


WANTED: 

"Pre. 1963 motorcycle magazines, 
NSU Max, Supermax, Quickly T, 
TT, cammy Velocette. Condition, 
immaterial, Contact Alastair, 43 
Bombay Street, Wellington. 
WANTED: f 

Road race sidecar outfit, preferably 
kneoler, with good late model motor. 
Write P. Nielson, P.O. Box 9300, 
Hamilton. 


WANTED: 


BMW 1967 or later good condition. 
Write Featherston Street, Palmerston 
North. Phone 85-307, 


GINGER MOLLOY MOTORCYCLES 


The Competition Specialists. 


Yamaha — Kawasaki — Bultaco — Gomi 


ini motorcycles always In stock. We 


ete race tuning service, Engines converted, expansion chambers 
tea mgoiels your measurements, cylinder porting, crankshaft rebuilding. 


Dunlop road race tyres latest type ‘and compounds In stock now. 


360 x 18 rear 


‘392 %42.00, 300 x 325 x 18 Front $39,00. 275 x 
300 ron 659100. "Post ‘anywhere In NZ. 136 London St. Hamilton, 


P.O, Box 9388 Hamilton North. Phone: 


85244, 


-lonship 


—will, 








Continued from page 2. 
AUCKLAND EVENTS 


Sir, : 

{ts happening again. Auck- 
land events are being 
ignored. The Pukekohe meet- 
Ing of May 11 has not been 
reported. | have not seen any 
reports of the 250 or 350 
North Island beach champs, 
nor was there any report of 


the Onehunga clubs Whitford 
scramble on April 14. 
| am Interested in what 


goes on in the rest of New 
Zealand and | am sure that 
the rest of New Zealand isn't 
that one eyed. 

| would like to know the 
reasons. Is it that there Isn't 
anybody to do the jobs or is it 
an obstructive attitude of 
some club officials? =~ 


R.A. Kirby 

MANUREWA. 

[Specific coverage of meet- 
ings is restricted to champ- 
events or events 
which might have some 
special merit because of the 
name riders competing. The 
hundreds of club meetings 
held throughout the country 
every month, unfortunately, 
have to be ignored. However, 
if clubs are prepared to send 
results of these to us [written 
out on one side of the paper 
only -- results contained in 
club newsletters are of no 
use], we are prepared to 
publish them in an_abbre- 
viated form. You might be 
able to appreciate that we 
also have great difficulty in 
finding out when some major 
events are being held. In 
recent months, the ACU has 
not circulated the list of 
meeting permits granted. 
This has affected coverage of 


the sport in the Auckland 
area, particularly, because 
the Auckland  Motor-cycle 


Club is one of the few which 
does not automatically keep 
us informed ofits activities. 
We hope to appoint a new 
Auckland correspondent 
shortly, which should over- 
come any problems, -- 
Editor). © 


continued from page 

will have to  feturn to 
Sheffield for one do-or-die 
face to see who are the two 
who will go forward to 
Coventry. 


EUROPE 
World championship 
rounds have also been in 
progress in Europe. Two 
results to hand are: 
(USSR)" 


Prague: Kransov 
14. Trofimov (USSR) 12. 
Zapleshny (USSR) 12, Walo- 


sek (Poland) 11, Spinka 
(CSSR) 10, Stancl (CSSR) 9, 
Mucha (Poland) 9, Novak 
(Poland) 9. 


Krumback (West Germany(; —~ 
Glucklich (Poland) 14, Szcza- 
kiel (Poland) 13, Poschen- 
reider (W. Germany) 12, 
Gordeev (USSR) 11, Pazlov 
(USSR) 10, .Dobruczik (Poland) 
9, Andermuller (W. Germany, 
9, Kuzmin (USSR) 8. 

SWEDEN 

The five Swedish riders 
who have qualified for the 
World Final, after rounds at 
Stockholm, Norkopping and 


Gothenburg are: Anders 
Michanek, Soren  Sjosten, 
Bengt Jansson, Christer 


Lofqvist and Tommy Johans- 
son. The reserve will be 
Tommy Jansson. 

The Ullevi circuit at 
Gothenburg is going to be 
altered for this years final. It 


BRITISH Bikes 
Sir, 


What I'm about ts asx 

sound ridiculous, Di ; Tact 
don't know what to Believe, | 
do know (I think) that Mono, 
and Triumph have combined, 
but | can't figure whethe, 
both are still producing bikes, 
and-what their future outloo’ 
is. Please could you Inform 
me and many other interested 
readers. as: 

Also could you- tell me 
where to obtain pre-unit 
spares for Trium h's? 

Your's Is the first Inexpen- 
sive as well as informative 
bike .magazine I've yet read. 
Good work. 

Peter Stubbs, 
NELSON. 
Norton-Villers and Tri- 
umph are now contained In 
one company. They are 
producing two basic mac- 
ines, the 850 Norton from 
their Wolverhampton factory 
and the 750 Triumph Trident 
from the former BSA factory 
at Small Heath. Variants of 
both machines are also 
available. An article on the 
N-V-T consortium is con- 
tained elsewhere in this 
issue. The best place to 2° 
for pre-unit spares would 
your local wrecker -- Editor]. 


MIYOPET 50 
Sir, 


This concerns a letter in the 
May issue of NZMCN from Mr 
Lee McNab on the Miyopet 50. 
| “happen to have a complete 
engine and a few odds and ends 
off the bike. So if you pass my 
address on to him | would be 
happy to help him. 

A few interesting points 
about this wee cycle: Twelve 
volt electric start, rubber moun- 
ted motor, access to the starter, 
alternator, end gear selectors by 
taking off just one cover. | 
have no idea.of the year of the 
‘one | have. 

A. Williamson, 26 Lugton St., 
Hamilton. 

PS Your newspaper is a much 
needed and excellently done 
service to New Zealand motor- 
cyclists. 


has always been noted for its 
reverse* camber on} the 
corners. This year they plan 
to bank the corners, and ma’ 
alter the shape of the trac’ 
slightly also. 

The big three Iron Curtain 
Countries have done what i 
expected, and qualified for 
the World Best Pairs final, 
the line up at Belle Vue 
(Manchester) on July 13th will 
be Poland, Soviet Union, 
Czechoslovakia, Sweden, 
Australia, England and New 
Zealand. 


The Soviet Union has 
agreed to send a team to 
England in August, this 


follows a team from Sweden 
in late June, and Poland-in 
July. = 

John Louis won the 
decider for the Gold Helmet 
against Peter Collins -at 
Poole, Collins from the inside 
gate won the first ride 
breaking the track record, 
Louis won the second race 
breaking Collin’s new record, 
and then went on to win the 
vital third race and equalled 
the new record. 

Ivan Mauger has -been 
ordered by his Doctor to take 
two weeks off from racing. 
He has not been riding well 
since picking up a strange 
virus on the Continent and 
intends to comply with his 
Doctor's orders. 


WANT TO BUY OR SELL 
NZ MOTORCYCLE NEWS CLASSIFIEDS 


Post now to: 


CLASSIFIEDS, FOURMAN 


HOLDINGS LTD 


P.O, Box 1343, WELLINGTON 


Tick here SELL 


BUY 


5 Conts 


por word, 8 cents pér word if we bill you later. Photographs 
$2.00 extra, Display classifieds normal advertising rates. - 








